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No previous Chief Executive in the 
history of New Hampshire had so 
many appointments to the judiciary 
to make as fell to the lot of Gover- 
nor Samuel D. Felker during 1913, 
the first year of his administration. 
Deaths, resignations, promotions, con- 
stitutional requirements and legisla- 
tive acts, all contributed to the total 
of places to be filled by His Excel- 
leney. 

The election of Judge Colt of the 
United States cireuit court to the 
United States Senate from the state 
of Rhode Island left a judicial va- 
ecaney which President Wilson filled 
by the appointment of George Hutch- 
ins Bingham, justice of the supreme 
court of New Hampshire, on May 15, 
1913. 

To Judge Bingham’s former place 
upon the supreme bench Governor 
Felker promoted on November 8 Wil- 
liam A. Plummer of Laconia, justice 
of the superior court of the state of 
New Hampshire. 

In Judge Plummer’s stead upon 
this latter bench Governor Felker 
named on November 27 Hon. William 
H. Sawyer of Concord. 

Previously, on October 11, the res- 
ignation, on account of ill health, 
had been received and reluctantly ac- 
cepted of Chief Justice Robert M. 
Wallace of the superior court. On 


the same day Governor Felker pro- 
moted to the head of the superior 
court Associate Justice Robert G. 
Pike of Dover. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE’S NEW JUDGES 


By Harlan C. Pearson 







The vacancy on the superior bench 
left by this promotion Governor Fel- 
ker filled on October 30 by the ap- 
pointment as judge of Oliver W. 
Branch, Esq., of Manchester. 

On March 4 had oceurred the un- 
timely and universally mourned de- 
cease of Judge John M. Mitchell of 
Concord and in his place upon the 
superior bench Governor Felker had 
named on May 20 the Honorable 
John Kivel of Dover. 

On December 2, 1913, by constitu- 
tional age limitation, the term of serv- 
ice of Honorable Tyler Westgate of 
Haverhill as judge of probate of 


-Grafton County expired; and in an- 


ticipation of the vacancy thus created 
Captain Harry Bingham of Littleton 
was nominated by Governor Felker on 
November 8 for the place and was 
confirmed on November 26. 

On May 21, 1913, Governor Felker 
approved Chapter 169 of the Laws of 
1913, being ‘‘ An Act establishing Po- 
lice Courts for Certain Districts in 
the State of New Hampshire and 
Abolishing Existing Police Courts.’’ 

Under this act the state was divided 
into fifty-two judicial districts. The 
make-up of these districts and the 
justices and special justices who have 
been appointed for them are as fol- 
lows: 

The district of Nashua, comprising 
the city of Nashua and the towns of 
Hollis, Merrimack, Hudson, Pelham 
and Litchfield; Frank B. Claney of 
Nashua, justice. 
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The district of Manchester, com- 
prising the city of Manchester and 
the town of Bedford; John W. Center 
of Manchester, justice; Clinton S. 
Osgood of Manchester, special justice. 

The district of Milford, comprising 
the towns of Milford, Wilton, Lynde- 
borough, Mont Vernon, Amherst and 
Brookline ; George E. Bales of Wilton, 
justice; Charles L. Luce of Milford, 
special justice. 

The district of Greenville, compris- 
ing the towns of Greenville, New Ips- 
wich and Mason; Herbert J. Taft of 
Greenville, justice. 

The district of Peterborough, com- 
prising the towns of Peterborough, 
Hancock, Greenfield, Temple and 
Sharon; James B. Sweeney of Peter- 
borough, justice. 

The district of Hillsborough, com- 
prising the towns of Hillsborough, 
Bennington, Deering, Antrim, Fran- 
cestown and Windsor; Samuel W. 
Holman of Hillsborough, justice; 
Warren W. Merrill of Antrim, special 
justice. 

The district of Goffstown, compris- 
ing the towns of Goffstown, Weare 
and New Boston; Benjamin F. Davis 
of Goffstown, justice. 

The district of Derry, comprising 
the towns of Derry, Windham, Dan- 
ville, Londonderry, Chester, Sandown 
and Fremont; Alden G. Kelley of 
Derry, justice; Ernest L. Abbott of 
Derry, special justice. 

The district of Exeter, comprising 
the towns of Exeter, Kensington, East 
Kingston, Kingston, Brentwood, New- 
fields and Stratham; Edward D. 
Mayer of Exeter, justice; Walter E. 
Burtt of Brentwood, special justice. 

The district of Salem, comprising 
the towns of Salem, Plaistow, Atkin- 
son, Hampstead and Newton; Lester 
Wallace Hall of Salem, justice ; Ches- 
ter T. Woodbury of Salem, special 
justice. 

The district of Hampton, compris- 
ing the towns of Hampton, North 
Hampton, South Hampton, Hampton 
Falls and Seabrook; Albert K. Church 


of Hampton, justice ; Edward Warren 
of Hampton, special justice. 

The district of Newmarket, com- 
prising the towns of Newmarket and 
Epping; Irving T. George of New- 
market, justice; George A. Gilmore 
of Epping, special justice. 

The district of Candia, comprising 
the towns of Candia, Auburn, Nott- 
ingham, Deerfield, Northwood and 
Raymond; John T. Bartlett of Ray- 
mond, justice; Charles W. Phillips of 
Candia, special justice. 

The district of Portsmouth, com- 
prising the city of Portsmouth and 
the towns of Newington, Neweastle, 
Greenland and Rye; Harry K. Torrey 
of Portsmouth, justice; Edward H. 
Adams of Portsmouth, special justice. 

The district of Dover, comprising 
the city of Dover and the towns of 
Madbury, Lee and Durham; George 
S. Frost of Dover, justice. 

The district of Rochester, compris- 
ing the city of Rochester and the 
towns of Milton, Strafford and Bar- 
rington; William T. Gunnison of 
Rochester, justice. 

The district of Farmington, com- 
prising the towns of Farmington, 
Middleton and New Durham; Arthur 
H. Wiggin of Farmington, justice. 

The district of Somersworth, com- 
prising the city of Somersworth and 
the town of Rollinsford ; Benjamin F. 
Hanson of Somersworth, special jus- 
tice. 

The district of Pittsfield, compris- 
ing the towns of Pittsfield, Chichester 
and Epsom; Frank S. Jenkins of 
Pittsfield, justice. 

The district of Pembroke, compris- 
ing the towns of Pembroke, Allens- 
town and Hooksett; George W. Fow- 
ler of Pembroke, justice. . 

The district of Franklin comprising 
the city of Franklin and the towns 
of Hill, Wilmot, Danbury, Andover, 
Northfield and Salisbury; Frank E. 
Woodbury of Franklin, justice. 

The district of Bradford, compris- 
ing the towns of Bradford, Sutton, 
Newbury, Warner, New London and 
Henniker; Joseph W. Sanborn of 
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Bradford, justice; Edward Connelly 
of Henniker, special justice. 

The district of Concord, comprising 
the city of Concord and the towns 
of Boscawen, Webster, Canterbury, 
Loudon, Bow, Dunbarton and Hop- 
kinton; Allan Chester Clark of Con- 
cord, justice; Willis G. Buxton of 
Boscawen, special justice. 

The district of Keene, comprising 
the city of Keene and the towns of 
Chesterfield, Dublin, Harrisville, Nel- 
son, Stoddard, Richmond, Westmore- 
land, Gilsum, Marlborough, Surry, 
Roxbury, Sullivan, Marlow and 
Swanzey ; Richard J. Wolfe of Keene, 
justice. 

The district of Winchester, com- 
prising the towns of Winchester and 
Hinsdale; Alexander F. Peirce of 
Winchester, justice. 

The district of Troy, comprising the 
towns of Troy and Fitzwilliam; no 
justice or special justice has qualified. 

The district of Jaffrey, comprising 
the towns of Jaffrey and Rindge; 
George H. Duncan of Jaffrey, justice ; 
Charles L. Rich of Jaffrey, special 
justice. 

The district of Walpole, comprising 
the towns of Walpole and Alstead; 
Charles J. O’Neill of ‘Walpole, jus- 
tice; John W. Cahalane of Walpole, 
special justice. 

The district of Newport, compris- 
ing the towns of Newport, Croydon, 
Springfield, Sunapee, Lempster, 
Goshen, Washington and Grantham; 
Lewis S. Record of Newport, justice ; 
Fred T. Pollard of Newport, special 
justice. 

The district. of Claremont, compris- 
ing the towns of Claremont, Cornish, 
Plainfield and Unity; Frederick W. 
Johnston of Claremont, special jus- 
tice. 

The district of Charlestown, com- 
prising the towns of Charlestown, 
Aeworth and Langdon; Frank W. 
Hamlin of Charlestown, justice; Ed- 
ward R. Morrison of Acworth, special 
justice. 

The district of Laconia, comprising 
the city of Laconia and the towns of 


Meredith, New Hampton, Gilford and 
Center Harbor; Walter S. Peaslee of 
Laconia, justice ; Bertram Blaisdell of 
Meredith, special justice. 

The district of Tilton, comprising 
the towns of Tilton, Belmont and 
Sanbornton; Charles E. Smith of Til- 
ton, justice; Ford T. Sanborn of Til- 
ton, special justice. 

The district of Alton, comprising 
the towns of Alton, Barnstead and 
Gilmanton; Charles H. Downing of 
Alton, justice. 

The district of Bristol, comprising 
the towns of Bristol, Alexandria, 
Groton and Hebron; Charles W. 
Fling of Bristol, justice; Frank N. 
Gilman of Bristol, special justice. 

The district of Haverhill, compris- 
ing the towns of Haverhill, Orford, 
Benton, Warren, Monroe and Pier- 
mont; Dexter D. Dow of Haverhill, 
justice; Russell T. Bartlett of Haver- 
hill, special justice. 

The district of Hanover, compris- 
ing the .town of Hanover; Harry E. 
Burton of Hanover, justice; William 
R. Gray of Hanover, special justice. 

-The district of Lebanon, compris- 
ing the towns of Lebanon and Lyme; 
Clarence E. Hibbard of Lebanon, jus- 
tice; Roland B. Jacobs of Lebanon, 
special justice. 

The district of Plymouth, compris- 
ing the towns of Plymouth, Ashland, 
Bridgewater, Holderness, Campton, 
Rumney and Wentworth; George H. 
Bowles of Plymouth, justice; George 
C. Craig of Rumney, special justice. 

The district of Littleton, compris- 
ing the towns of Littleton, Bethlehem 
and Franconia; Harry L. Heald of 
Littleton, justice. 

The district of Lisbon, comprising 
the towns of Lisbon, Lyman, Bath, 
Landaff and Easton; Ben S. Webb of 
Lisbon, justice. 

The district of Canaan, comprising 
the towns of Canaan, Orange, Graf- 
ton, Enfield and Dorchester; Frank 
D. Currier of Canaan, justice ; Daniel 
W. Campbell of Enfield, special jus- 
tice. 

The district of Woodstock, compris- 
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ing the towns of Woodstock, Lincoln, 
Thornton, Livermore, Ellsworth and 
Waterville; Sidney F. Downing of 
Lincoln, justice. 

The district of Wolfeboro, compris- 
ing the towns of Wolfeboro, Tufton- 
boro, Sandwich and Moultonborough ; 
Frank P. Hobbs of Wolfeboro, special 
justice. 

The district of Ossipee, comprising 


Milan and Dummer; Matthew J. 
Ryan of Berlin, justice; William H. 
Payne of Berlin, special justice. 

The district of Northumberland, 
comprising the towns of Northumber- 
land, Stratford and Stark; John C. 
Pattee of Stratford, justice; Aked D:? 
Ellingwood of Groveton, special jus- 
tice. 

The district of Whitefield, compris- 


Judge George H. Bingham 


the towns of Ossipee, Wakefield, 
Brookfield, Tamworth, Freedom and 
Effingham; John Gage of Wakefield, 
justice. 

The district of Conway, comprising 
the towns of Conway, Albany, Jack- 
son, Bartlett, Chatham, Eaton, Hart’s 
Location and Madison; William Pit- 
man of Bartlett, justice. 

The district of Berlin, comprising 
the city of Berlin and the towns of 


ing the towns of Whitefield, Carroll 
and Dalton; Charles C. King of 
Whitefield, justice; Dana Brown of 
Carroll, special justice. 

The district of Gorham, comprising 
the towns of Gorham, Randolph and 
Shelburne; Harry G. Noyes of Gor- 
ham, justice. 

The district of Laneaster, compris- 
ing the towns of Lancaster and Jeffer- 
son; Fred C. Cleaveland of Lancaster, 











justice; Manassah Perkins of Jeffer- 
son, special justice. 

The district of Colebrook, compris- 
ing the towns of Colebrook, Stewarts- 
town and Columbia and the rest of 
Cods County not otherwise included ; 
James Carr of Colebrook, justice. 





Hon. GrorGce H. BINGHAM 


George Hutchins Bingham, oceu- 
pant of the highest judicial position 
now held by any native of New Hamp- 
shire, inherits the title of judge from 
both his paternal and maternal an- 
eestors. His grandfather, Warner 
Bingham, was a county judge in Ver- 
mont ; his grandfather, Andrew Salter 
Woods, was chief justice of the su- 
preme court of New Hampshire; his 
father, George A. Bingham, was a 
judge of the supreme court of New 
Hampshire; and his uncle, Edward F. 
Bingham, was chief justice of the su- 
preme court of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The present Judge Bingham was 
born in Littleton, N. H., August 19, 
1864, attended the public schools there 
and prepared for Dartmouth College 
at Holderness School for Boys and St. 
Johnsbury (Vt.) Academy. Gradu- 
ating from Dartmouth in 1887 with 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in the 
following year he entered the law 
school of Harvard University and re- 
ceived its degree of Bachelor of Laws 
in 1891. 

Practising his profession at Little- 
ton with his father until the latter’s 
death in 1895, Judge Bingham in 1898 
removed to Manchester and formed a 
partnership with Hon. David A. Tag- 
gart. In 1901 he opened an office by 
himself and in 1902 was appointed by 
Governor Chester B. Jordan an asso- 
ciate justice of the supreme court of 
New Hampshire. 

In this position, as was to be ex- 
pected from his ancestry, his training 
and his equipment, his work was of 
the highest order ; and his eminent fit- 
ness for the high office of judge of the 
United States circuit court was recog- 
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nized by President Woodrow Wilson 
when an appointment from New Eng- 
land was to be made to that court. 

Judge Bingham has been a director 
of the Merchants’ National Bank in 
Manchester. He is a vestryman of 
Grace Episcopal church, Manchester. 
A Democrat in polities, by family tra- 
dition and personal belief, he has 
declined the active party leadership 
which has been offered him in such 
forms as the state convention nomi- 
nation for governor. 

Judge Bingham married, October 
21, 1891, Cordelia Pearmain Hinckley 
and they have three sons and three 
daughters. 


Hon. Rosert G. PIKE 


When Governor Samuel D. Felker, 
Democrat, nominated Judge Robert 
G. Pike, Republican, to be chief jus- 
tice of the superior court of New 
Hampshire, the act was applauded 
universally, partly because it was a 
notable instance of desirable non-par- 
tisanship in an important appoint- 
ment, but chiefly because it assured 
a worthy continuance of the state’s 
high standard in its most important 
judicial places. For the people in 
general, as well as the lawyers, of the 
whole state, knew almost as well as 
did Governor Felker, fellow member 
of the same county bar for many 
years, the splendid qualifications of 
Judge Pike for the chief justiceship. 

Robert Gordon Pike was born in 
Rollinsford, Strafford County, N. H., 
July 28, 1851, the son of Amos W. 
and Elizabeth M. (Chadbourne) Pike. 
Both his father’s and his mother’s an- 
eestors came to this country from 
England between 1630 and 1640 and 
his great-great-grandfather, the Rev- 
erend James Pike, was the first min- 
ister (1726-1790) in that part of 
Dover, afterwards included in Som- 
ersworth, which since 1849 has been 
the town of Rollinsford. 

Judge Pike attended the town 
schools in boyhood and at the Ber- 
wick (Maine) Academy prepared 
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HON. WILLIAM A. PLUMMER 


Associate Justice, Supreme Court 








for Dartmouth College, from whose 
Chandler Scientific Department he 
graduated in the class of 1872. In 
1903 he succeeded the late Judge John 
Hopkins of Massachusetts as a Chand- 
ler Visitor to the College and in 1908 
was given the honorary degree of 
Master of Arts by his alma mater. 

Upon leaving college he engaged 
in the profession of civil engineering, 
for which he had fitted himself, and 
was one of the party which laid out 
the Portsmouth and Dover Railroad in 
1873, spending the next year with 
Shedd & Sawyer, civil engineers, of 
Boston. 

Three years of teaching at South 
Berwick, Me., followed, and in 1878 
he found his life work and began the 
study of law with the late Chief Jus- 
tice Charles Doe, at the same time 
serving as superintendent of schools 
at Rollinsford. He was admitted to 
the state bar in 1881 and to the bar of 
the cireuit court of the United States 
in 1894. Choosing Dover as the place 
in which to begin the practice of his 
profession in 1881, he has remained 
ever since its loyal, useful, respected 
and honored citizen. 

He was city solicitor from 1887 to 
1889 and judge of the county probate 
court from 1893 to 1896. Other posi- 
tions, which he held for longer or 
shorter terms, were those of member 
of the city of Dover water board, 
trustee of the Strafford Savings Bank, 
trustee of Berwick Academy, trustee 
and treasurer of Franklin Academy 
and member of the school board of the 
city of Dover. 

Judge Pike was appointed associate 
justice of the supreme court of the 
state April 14, 1896, and upon the re- 
organization of the judicial system in 
1901 became an associate justice of the 
superior court, of which his most re- 
cent appointment makes him chief 
justice. 





Hon. WitutaAm A. PLUMMER 


Judge William Alberto Plummer, 
whose promotion from the superior to 
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the supreme bench was approved 
unanimously by the people as well as 
by the bar of the state, was born in 
Gilmanton, N. H., December 2, 1865, 
the son of the late Charles E. and 
Mary H. (Moody) Plummer. His an- 
cestors on both his father’s and his 
mother’s side came from England to 
Essex County, Mass., early in the 
seventeenth century, and from that 
day to this have been substantial citi- 
zens and landholders of the Bay State 
and the Granite State. 

Judge Plummer’s education was 
gained in the public schools; at Gil- 
manton Academy; at Dartmouth Col- 
lege where, by reason of ill health he 
was unable to complete the course; 
and at the law school of Boston Uni- 
versity, from which he réceived the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1889. 
He had studied law, also, with J. C. 
Story at Plymouth, George W. Mur- 
ray at Canaan and C. T. and T. H. 
Russell of Boston; and was admitted 
to the New Hampshire bar July 26, 
1889. 

On September 2, 1889, Judge Plum- 
mer formed a partnership for the 
practice of law at Laconia with Colo- 
nel Stephen S. Jewett which con- 
tinued for eighteen: years and made 
the firm of Jewett & Plummer known 
throughout the state and beyond its 
borders as one of the most deservedly 
successful in New Hampshire. 

As an advocate and as a counsellor 
Judge Plummer displayed throughout 
the years of his practice qualities 
which made him eminently fit for a 
judicial position and when on October 
3, 1907, he was appointed by Governor 
Charles M. Floyd to the superior 
bench the choice met with universal 
commendation. 

Of his record as justice of that court 
it is sufficient to say that it has ful- 
filled every hope of his warmest 
friends and stands as the best possible 
reason for the promotion to the su- 
preme court, which he recently re- 
ceived from Governor Felker with the 
approbation of the executive council 
as well as of the press and the.public. 


The Granite Monthly 





HON. OLIVER W. BRANCH 


Associate Justice, Superior Court 
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To a wide, deep and thorough knowl- 
edge of the law Judge Plummer adds 
a generous endowment of the true ju- 
dicial temperament, a happy combina- 
tion which could not but assure 
success to its possessor. 

Judge Plummer’s interests outside 
of the law have been many and varied. 
In polities a staunch, but conservative, 
Democrat, he was the candidate of his 
party for mayor of Laconia in 1895, 
losing by a very narrow margin; and 
was a delegate from New Hampshire 
to the national Democratic convention 
of 1896 in Chicago. He was elected 
to the legislature in 1893 and again in 
1897, serving with distinction upon 
the most important committee, that of 
the judiciary, and at the latter session 
being the Democratic candidate for 
speaker, and as such the party floor 
leader. 

Judge Plummer is one of the most 
prominent members of the Masonic 
order in the state, having been the 
grand master of the grand lodge in 
1906 and 1907 and is a thirty-third 
degree Mason. He was made a Mason 
in Mount Lebanon Lodge, Laconia, 
December 8, 1891, and became master 
in 1895. Later he was high priest of 
Union Chapter, R. A. M., commander 
of Pilgrim commandery, Knights 
Templar, T. I. M. of Pythagorean 
Council and grand patron of the 
Eastern Star. He is also a Knight of 
Pythias and an Elk. 

For many- years Judge Plummer 
has been a valued member of the La- 
conia board of trade. He was for 
nineteen years a member and for six- 
teen years president of the city board 
of education and is a director of the 
Laconia National Bank, vice-president 
of the City Savings Bank and a di- 
rector of the Laconia Building and 
Loan Association. He made a repu- 
tation as a banker through his man- 
agement as assignee of the suspended 
Belknap Savings Bank, to whose de- 
positors, as the result of five years of 
hard and skilful work, he paid aggre- 
gate dividends of 97 per cent. 

Judge Plummer is a Congregation- 


alist in religious preference. He mar- 
ried January 1, 1890, Miss Ellen F. 
Murray, daughter of George W. Mur- 
ray, Esq., of Canaan, and they have 
one son, Wayne Murray Plummer. 


Hon. Outiver W. BRANCH 


When Oliver Winslow Branch of 
Manchester, thirty-four years of age, 
was named by Governor Samuel D. 
Felker as judge of the superior court 
of New Hampshire the appointment 
was applauded by the entire bar of 
the state, and by many laymen as well, 
because they knew that a good man 
had been placed in a responsible posi- 
tion for which he was eminently quali- 
fied. But an even larger number of 
people said as to the new judge: 
‘Oliver E. Branch’s son, isn’t he? 
Oh, well, then, he’ll make good.’’ 
And Judge Branch has ‘‘ made good,’’ 
as his own friends and his father’s 
confidently expected that he would. 
In the few months since his appoint- 
ment he has ‘‘held court’’ in several 
counties of the state and by the gen- 
eral testimony of lawyers, litigants 
and others in attendance has been 
proved a presiding justice whose ap- 
plication of the law is as apt and 
prompt as his knowledge of it is sure 
and sound. 

Judge Branch is the eldest son of 
Oliver E. Branch and Sarah Chase 
(of Weare). He was born in New 
York City, October 4, 1879. He isa 
lineal descendant of John Branch who 
came from England in 1683 and set- 
tled at Scituate, Mass., also of Charles 
Chauncey, the second president of 
Harvard College. His lineage upon 
both sides includes some of the most 
distinguished and substantial families 
of the early colonial and Revolu- 
tionary periods. His ancestors on his 
mother’s side—the Dows and Chases 
of Weare—were members of the So- 
ciety of Friends. 

His boyhood was spent in the vil- 
lage of North Weare, until at the age 
of twelve years he entered the Man- 
chester High School, from which he 
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HON. WILLIAM H. SAWYER 


Associate Justice, Superior Court 








graduated in 1896. His father moved 
with his family from North Weare to 
Manchester in 1894. He graduated 
from Phillips Academy, Andover, in 
1897, and Harvard College in the class 
of 1901, at which time he received the 
degree of A. B. cum laude. He also 
received the degree of A. M. in 1902 
and graduated from the law school of 
Harvard University in 1904. At that 
time he passed the New Hampshire 
bar examinations and was admitted to 
practice. He entered his father’s of- 
fice in Manchester in the September 
following jand has been in the active 
practice of his profession ever since. 
He was’ fortunate in being at once 
put to work on important litigated 
cases, but particularly in matters com- 
ing beforé the supreme court of the 
state. During the nine years in which 
he was associated with his father in 
business, he had an experience greater 
and more yaried than usually comes to 
attorneys after a much longer prac- 
tice. His practice took him not only 
into the courts of the state, but into 
the United States courts of Massachu- 
setts and New Hampshire as well. His 
work in the supreme court of the state 
early attracted the attention of the 
members of that bench and frequently 
was warmly commended by them. 
The petitions for his appointment 
as judge were signed by nearly every 
practising attorney of the state and by 
many of its leading citizens. He pos- 
sesses in a marked degree the qualities 
that are most becoming in a judge,— 
courtesy, industry, thoroughness, pa- 
tience and an intuitive perception of 
the right. At the time of his appoint- 
ment as judge he had been for three 
years one of the members of the com- 
mittee appointed by the supreme 
court to examine candidates for ad- 
mission to the bar. He is a member 
of the Franklin Street Church, also 
the Young Men’s Association of Man- 
chester, of which he is president. He 
was married November 23, 1910, to 
Miss Isabel Dow Hogle of Rochester, 
N. Y. They have one daughter and a 
delightful home on Prospect Street. 
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He is a member of the Cygnet Boat 
Club and Intervale Country Club. 
The news of his appointment was re- 
ceived with especially marked pleas- 
ure by the bar of Hillsborough 
County, and he has not yet ceased re- 
ceiving congratulations from many 
friends throughout the state and with- 
out its limits. 





Hon. WituiaAm H. SAWYER 


At this writing, Honorable William 
Henry Sawyer of Concord, justice of 
the superior court of the state of New 
Hampshire, and Governor Samuel D. 
Felker’s most recent appointee to the 
judiciary of the commonwealth, is pre- 
siding over his first term of court, at 
Berlin, and the unanimous report 
from Cods County is to the effect that 
he is upholding worthily the very high 
standard of the bench. 

Judge Sawyer was born in Little- 
ton, Grafton County, N. H., August 
18, 1867, the son of Eli D. and Sarah 
(Pierce) Sawyer. He was educated 
at’ the Littleton High School, and, 
choosing the law as his profession, be- 
gan its study with the late Honorable 
Harry Bingham, from whose office so 
many of New Hampshire’s best law- 
yers have gone forth. His prepara- 
tion for practice was completed at the 
law school of Boston University, 
where he did in two years the work 
of the regular three years’ course and 
received the degree of Bachelor of 
Laws in June, 1890. 

In the following month he passed 
with credit the state bar examinations 
and was admitted to practice in the 
courts of the state at Concord July 
25, 1890. 

Judge Sawyer at first associated 
himself with the law firm of Bingham 
& Mitchell, having offices in Concord 
and Littleton, and so continued until 
January, 1894, when he established 
himself in independent practice. In 
1897 he took as a partner Joseph S. 
Matthews, Esq., and the firm con- 
tinued some six years or until Mr. 
Matthews took charge of the legacy 
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HON. JOHN KIVEL 


Associate Justice, Superior Court 





New Hampshire's New Judges 13 


tax department of the state treasury. 
Soon after, General John H. Albin 
and Judge Sawyer associated them- 
selves in practice and maintained the 
connection until the former retired a 
few years since from the active duties 
of his profession. 

As a lawyer, Judge Sawyer’s record 
was one of successful and honorable 
activity in all branches of the profes- 
sion, and of unusual research and 
knowledge in certain particular lines. 

A Democrat in polities, he was the 
candidate of that party in its minor- 
ity days for various offices, including 
those of member of the legislature and 
solicitor of Merrimack County. In 
the fall of 1912 he received the direct 
primary nomination for member of 
the executive council from the fourth 
district, without opposition, and was 
endorsed by the Progressive party 
which plaeed no candidate in the field 
against him. 

He was elected in November in 
what previously had been a very 
strong Republican district, receiving 
9,116 votes to 7,776 for Frank P. 
Quimby of Concord, Republican. 

Councilor Sawyer was appointed by 
Governor Felker upon the council 
committees on finance and_ state 
prison, but by reason of his legal 
training and his wide acquaintance 
and information his official activities 
took a broader range, especially in 
connection with the large amount of 
new legislation which the General 
Court of 1913 sent up to the Governor 
for his approval or disapproval. 

Judge Sawyer has been a member of 
the board of education of Union school 
district in the city of Concord for the 
past four years. He is a member of 
the South Congregational Church in 
Concord and of Capital Grange, Pa- 
trons of Husbandry. In his younger 
days he served an enlistment in the 
New Hampshire National Guard. 

On November 18, 1891, Mr. Sawyer 
married Miss Carrie B. Lane of 
Whitefield, and they have three sons 
- and two daughters, the oldest son now 
being a junior in Dartmouth College, 


and the eldest daughter is a freshman 
at Mt. Holyoke. 


Hon. JOHN KIVEL 

Governor Felker’s first judicial ap- 
pointment was that of Honorable 
John Kivel of Dover to the bench of 
the superior court in succession to the 
late Judge John M. Mitchell of Con- 
cord ; and the universal approval with 
which the announcement of the choice 
was received must have given his Ex- 
cellency assurance, if he needed any, 
that his selection was popular as well 
as wise. 

Judge Kivel was born April 29, 
1855, the son of Patrick and Cath- 
erine Kivel, in the city of Dover, 
which has been his life-long home. 
He attended its schools, graduating 
from the Dover High School in 1871, 
and after working in a drug store 
for a year entered Dartmouth College, 
in the second term of the freshman 
year, with the class of 1876. He com- 
pleted his course with high honors, 
having a Commencement Day ap- 
pointment at graduation and being 
elected a member of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society, admission to which is 
based upon scholastic distinction. 

He at once chose the law as his pro- 
fession and after a due period of prep- 
aration in the office of the late Frank 
Hobbs he was admitted to practice in 
the courts of the state in August, 
1879, subsequently qualifying for ap- 
pearance in the Federal courts. His 
success was immediate and continu- 
ous, and some ten years ago he light- 
ened his business burdens by forming 
a partnership with his then young law 
student, and present county solicitor, 
George T. Hughes, Esq. 

Mr. Kivel himself had served three 
terms as county solicitor, from 1887 to 
1893, and during that period gained 
distinction by the manner in which he 
handled some famous criminal eases, 
including the Sawtelle murder. For 
ten years, 1903-13, he was police com- 
missioner of the city of Dover. 
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When the legislature of 1903 passed 
a law giving local option for the h- 
eensed sale of liquor and providing 
for a commission of three members to 
administer the law, the minority 
party, then the Democratic, was given 
representation on the board and Mr. 
Kivel was the man. chosen for the 
place. 

It was a fact apparent to everyone 
who gave the matter thought that the 
fate of this law, new to New Hamp- 
shire, lay with the men who were to 
administer it. Their powers under the 
statute were so large that if they did 
their whole duty firmly, honestly, in- 
telligently, the cause of law, order and 
morals in the state must be benefited. 
If they did not so rise to the occasion, 
if they failed to seize the opportunity 
afforded them for really regulating 
the liquor traffic in New Hampshire, 
then the law was doomed to an early 
repeal. 

When Governor Nahum J. Bach- 
elder made his choice as license com- 
missioners of Cyrus H. Little of 
Manchester, Harry W. Keyes of Hav- 
erhill and John Kivel of Dover, there 
was a very general feeling that he had 

‘done well. And as the months and 
years passed, and the people saw the 
law administered without fear or 
favor, and in accordance with its hon- 
est intent, the men who were so ad- 
ministering it gained the hearty 
approval of all save the few who for 
their own purposes wished the law ill 
or sought to break or evade it. Suc- 
cessive governors re-appointed the en- 
tire board as the terms of its members 
expired, and it was from a decade’s 
splendid work in its interests that Mr. 
Kivel resigned, at Governor Felker’s 
desire, to become Judge Kivel. 

Judge Kivel has an industrious, 
well-stored, right-moving mind of his 
own, and an unusually keen insight 
into the mental processes of others. 
Add to these valuable possessions a 
broad knowledge of the law and its 
practice, and it was easy for his 
friends to predict the entire success 


upon the bench which already has 
come to him. 

Judge Kivel is a member of St. 
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Dover. He married, October 12, 1879, 
Eva G. Ennis. Of their four children, 
Frank and Maurice are residents of 
Denver, Colo., and Alice Gaffney 
Kivel and Laurence Kivel are with 
their parents at Dover. 





JupGE Harry BINGHAM 


The only appointment of a judge of 
probate which Governor Samuel D. 
Felker has been called upon to make 
thus far in his administration, and the 
only one, it is very possible, which 
may be numbered among the acts of 
his term of office, was the choice of a 
successor to Judge Tyler Westgate of 
Grafton County, whose excellent offi- 
cial record was terminated by the age 
limitation prescribed in the consti- 
tution. 

If this does prove to be the Gov- 
ernor’s only act on this line he will 
have to be marked ‘‘perfect’’ in this 
department in the rating which his- 
tory will make of his administration ; 
for universal approval has greeted his 
action in adding another Judge Bing- 
ham to the famous line of that name. 

Captain Harry Bingham, the new 
judge of probate of Grafton County, 
is the son of the late Chief Justice Ed- 
ward F. Bingham of the supreme 
court of the District of Columbia; 
nephew of the late George A. Bing- 
ham, justice of the supreme court of 
the state of New Hampshire ; and first 
cousin of Judge George H. Bingham 
of the United States cireuit court. 

Judge Harry Bingham, nephew and 
namesake of one of the greatest law- 
vers and political leaders in New 
Hampshire history, was born in Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, in 1864, and after the 
usual preparatory school education 
attended Ohio State University. 
Later he read law in the office of 
Bingham, Mitchell & Batchellor at 
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Littleton and was admitted to the bar 
in New Hampshire July 10, 1887. 

For some years Judge Bingham was 
assistant district attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, residing in Wash- 
ington, D. C. During the War with 
Spain he was captain of the Seventh 
United States Volunteer Infantry and 
until his appointment to the judge- 
ship was generally known by his mili- 
tary title. 

Captain Bingham’s return to New 


Francestown Academy, graduated 
from Phillips Exeter Academy, and 
after.a partial college course at Har- 
vard graduated from the Boston Uni- 
versity Law School. He has practised 
law at Wilton since 1888 and was 
judge of the Wilton police court until 
its incorporation in the new district 
court. Judge Bales was a member of 
the New Hampshire forestry commis- 
sion for five years and of the state 
railroad commission for seven years. 





Judge Harry Bingham 


Hampshire followed the death of his 
brother-in-law, Honorable William H. 
Mitchell of Littleton, to whose legal 
practice he succeeded. 


JuDGE GEORGE E. BALEs 


Hon. George Edward Bales of Wil- 
ton, judge of the district court for the 
Milford district, was born in Wilton 
September 14, 1862. He attended 


He represented Wilton in the legisla- 
ture in 1895 and 1897; has been mod- 
erator of Wilton over twenty years; 
was town treasurer six years, tax col- 
lector six years and member of the 
school board ten years. He is presi- 
dent of the Wilton Board of Trade 
and of the Wilton Telephone Com- 
pany; trustee of the Wilton public 
library; trustee of the Granite Sav- 
ings Bank and director of the Sou- 
hegan National Bank, both of Milford. 
Judge Bales is a Democrat; a Uni- 
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tarian ; a Mason, Shriner, Odd Fellow 
and member of the Eastern Star, and 
of the Derryfield Club, Manchester. 


Judge George E. Bales 


He married, October 16, 1889, Abbie 
M. French. They have one daughter, 
Milly Frances. 


JuDGE HERBERT J. TAFT 


Herbert J. Taft, judge of the 
Greenville district court, was born in 
Greenville, then Mason, September 1, 
1860. He attended the public schools 
and New Ipswich Academy and stud- 
ied law in the office of Wadleigh & 
Wallace in Milford, being admitted to 
the bar in 1881. He was associated 
with Judge R. M. Wallace in Milford 
for a few years, but since 1884 has es- 
tablished his office in Greenville, where 
also he has engaged very successfully 
in varied undertakings. He is vice- 
president of the Mason Village Sav- 
ings Bank, president of the Greenville 
Chair Company and the Greenville 
Electric Light Company, carries on a 


large and well-stocked farm, has ecar- 
ried out extensive lumbering projects, 
deals largely in coal and wood, and 
manages the principal fire insurance 
agency of his section. Judge Taft is 
a Republican in politics and at the 
recent enthusiastic reorganization of 
the Hillsborough County Republican 
Club was made its president. He 
served in the legislatures of 1891 and 
1901 as a member of the lower house 
and in that of 1905 as a senator, 
always with credit to himself and sat- 
isfaction to his constituents. He was 
for many years a member of the 
school board and judge in the police 
court which preceded the district 
court. He is a Mason, lodge, chap- 
ter, council, commandery and Shrine, 
an Odd Fellow, Patron of Husbandry 
and member of the A. O. U. W. He 
attends the Congregational church. 
Judge Taft married October 21, 1885, 


Judge Herbert J. Taft 


Ida F. Chamberlain, and their son, 
James Chamberlain Taft, was born 
February 15, 1891. 
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Warren W. Merrill of Fairview 
Farm, Antrim, special justice of the 
Hillsborough district court, was born 
in Deering, October 29, 1865, and re- 
sided there, with the exeeption of 


Judge Warren W. Merrill 


three years in Nashua, until 1900, 
when he bought in Antrim one of the 
best farms in that section of the state. 
Mr. Merrill was educated in the Deer- 
ing district schools and at Frances- 
town Academy, from which he gradu- 
ated in 1886. While a resident of 
Deering he was for seven years town 
clerk and six years member of the 
school board, and, since coming to 
Antrim, he has been five years select- 
man. He is a member of the Antrim 
Congregational Chureh; of Waverly 
Lodge, No. 59, I. O. O. F., of Antrim, 
Antrim Grange, No. 98, P. of H. and 
the Antrim Board of Trade; having 
always taken an active interest in the 
welfare of his community and the bet- 
terment of its citizens. He married, 
Mareh 15, 1887, Eliza V. Osgood of 
Nashua and their children are Elmer 
W. Merrill, Leonard A. Merrill, Emma 
M. Merrill and Bertha F. Merrill. 











Judge Edward D. Mayer, who pre- 
sides over the district court for the 
district of Exeter, was born in Kings- 
ton, N. Y., in 1878, and was educated 
in the public schools of that city, in- 
cluding the High School, and also at 
the Mulenbergh School in Allentown, 
Pa. Fitting at the New York Law 
School for the practice of the legal 
profession, he became a member of 
the bar of that state and for five years 
was associated as a lawyer with Judge 
G. D. C. Hasbrouck, justice of the 
supreme court of New York. Remov- 
ing to Exeter, he has established him- 
self successfully in the practice of law 
with offices in the Exeter and Hamp- 
ton Electric Light Company Building 
on Water Street. As a lawyer in 
Exeter Judge Mayer joins one of the 






















































































Judge Edward D. Mayer 








most distinguished companies, past 
and present, in the legal history of 
the state or of New England; while 
as the head of the Exeter court he 
sueceeds a man of national fame, 
Judge Henry A. Shute. That he 
measures up well to the standard of 
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Exeter lawyers and Exeter judges is 
high, but deserved, praise, for him. 





JUDGE WALTER E. Burtt 

Walter E. Burtt, special justice of 
the Exeter district court, was born in 
Reading, Mass., July 17, 1860. A few 
weeks after his birth his parents re- 
moved to Portsmouth, N. H., and 
there he was educated. Engaging in 
the watch and jewelry business he at 





Judge Walter E. Burtt 


the same time bought law books and 
devoted his leisure time to legal 
studies, registering as a law student in 
1909. He was appointed a notary 
and justice of the peace by Governor 
John McLane in 1906. He is a Mason, 
having held the office of chaplain of 
his lodge, and a Knight of Pythias, 
for several years keeper of records 
and seals. He is a member of Phil- 
lips Congregational Church, Exeter. 
Judge Burtt married, in 1880, Alice 
A. Johnson of Malden, Mass. Their 
children are Everett J. Burtt, assist- 
ant superintendent of the Au Sable 
(Mich.) Electric Company; Alice W., 
wife of Chester F. Robie of Somer- 
ville, Mass. ; Harriet I., wife of James 





W. Rollins of Stratham; Irving W., 
of Brentwood; Marion E., wife of 
George R. Bragdon of Kingston ; Wil- 
liam A., of Brentwood; and Thomas 
F., residing at home. ‘‘I believe in 
truth and justice’ is Judge Burtt’s 
motto. 


JupGE Harry K. Torrey 


Judge Harry Kimball Torrey of 
the district court of Portsmouth was 
born in Newburyport, Mass., August 
16, 1880, son of Hon. John Torrey, a 
widely known New Hampshire busi- 
ness man. His great-great-grand- 
father sailed from Portsmouth in the 
Revolution, served under John Paul 
Jones and was wounded. Judge Tor- 
rey was educated at Phillips Exeter 
Academy and at Harvard, spending 
a year after leaving college in the 
West Indies. In 1903 he registered as 
a law student at Portsmouth and in 
due course was admitted to the state 
bar and has since practised his pro- 
fession successfully in the City by the 
Sea. For some years his legal resi- 
dence was in the town of Newfields. 
where he served as auditor and super- 
visor and in 1909 as a member of the 
legislature, receiving an appointment 
there on the important judiciary com- 
mittee. During that eventful session 
of the general court Mr. Torrey allied 
himself with the ‘‘insurgents’’ and 
his legislative record was such as to 
lead Governor Robert P. Bass to 
choose him as his private secretary. 
He was prominently connected, also, 
with the Roosevelt movement in New 
Hampshire in 1912. Judge Torrey is 
a Protestant in religious belief. He is 
a member of various Masonic bodies; 
of the Warwick and Country Clubs at 
Portsmouth; of the New Hampshire 
State and American Bar Associations ; 
and of the American Institute of 
Criminal Law and Criminology. He 
married, October 9, 1912, Miss Edith 
EK. Badger, daughter of Hon. Daniel 
W. Badger, member of Governor 
Felker’s executive council and former 
mayor of Portsmouth. The Ports- 
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Judge Harry K. Torrey 


mouth district court handles some 
seven hundred cases a year, including 
juveniles and the civil docket, and 
collects annually over $3,000 in fines, 
ete., being self-supporting. 





JUDGE JOSEPH W. SANBORN 


Judge Joseph W. Sanborn of the 
Bradford district court was born in 
Liberty, Me., May 12, 1865, the son of 
Rev. John L. Sanborn, D. D., a lead- 
ing Baptist clergyman of his day. He 
was educated in the common and high 
schools of Waterboro and Alfred, Me. 
A photographer by profession, Judge 
Sanborn came to Bradford Center to 
reside and married, October 7, 1894, 
Laura E. Hoyt, a descendant of the 
noted General Stephen Hoyt, in whose 
family possession remains the home- 
stead built by General Hoyt, the old- 
est house in town. Judge Sanborn is 
serving his third term as selectman 
and his fifth term as member of the 
school board. A Democrat in political 
belief and active in the support of his 





Judge Joseph W. Sanborn 


party, he presided at the town jubilee 
following the election results of No- 
vember, 1912, which was one of the 
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most notable of the several similar 
celebrations held in different towns of 
the state. 


JUDGE GEORGE S. FRosT 


Judge George S. Frost of the Dover 
district court was born June 4, 1844. 
He was educated at the town schools, 
at Durham Academy and at Phillips 
Exeter Academy, where he entered 
the junior class in its last term and 
graduated in 1861. He remained at 


pointed associate justice of the Boston 
court for the district of West Rox- 
bury, but declined the appointment. 
He was a member of the Boston school 
committee from Ward 17 in 1874 and 
1875, declining a reélection. Judge 
Frost was appointed assistant district 
attorney of the United States for the 
district of Massachusetts November 
26, 1875, and held that office until 
November, 1877, when he resigned on 
account of ill health, came to Dover 


Judge George S. Frost 


Exeter for a year of advanced work 
and then entered the sophomore class 
at Harvard College, graduating in 
1865 with the degree of A. B., fol- 
lowed later by that of A. M. He 
studied law with Hon. Jeremiah 
Smith at Dover, 1866-67, and at the 
law school of Harvard University in 
1867-68. He was admitted to the bar 
of Suffolk County, Mass., July 7, 
1868, and began practice at Boston. 
July 30, 1872, he was appointed trial 
justice for West Roxbury and served 
until the annexation of West Roxbury 
to Boston in 1874, when he was ap- 


and was admitted to the New Hamp- 
shire bar. He was a member of the 
New Hampshire legislature of 1881 
and of the constitutional convention 
of 1889. From November 8, 1888, to 
January, 1897, he served as a member 
of the Dover school committee, the last 
two vears as its chairman, declining 
further election. Appointed judge of 
the police court of Dover June 21, 
1882, he held that office until the dis- 
trict court was established July 1, 
1913, when he was appointed judge of 
the new court. Judge Frost was 
senior warden of St. Thomas Epis- 
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copal Chureh for twenty-seven years, 
declining to serve longer. He has 
been a director of the Strafford Na- 
tional Bank for twenty-seven years 
and was one of the incorporators of 
the Wentworth Home for the Aged 
and continuously a trustee. He is a 
thirty-second degree Mason, belong- 
ing to Moses Paul Lodge, and a char- 
ter member of the Bellamy Club. 


ington and his official record includes 
a service of twelve years upon the 
board of education of special school 
district Number Nine in that town, 
eight years as chairman. Judge Wig- 
gin is senior warden of Fraternal 
Lodge, A. F. and A. M., past chan- 
eellor of Harmony Lodge, Knights 
Pythias, and a member of Wood- 
bine Lodge, Order of Odd Fellows, 


Judge Arthur H. Wiggin 


JupcE ArTHUR H. WIGGIN 

Judge Arthur H. Wiggin of the 
district court for the district of Farm- 
ington was born in Ossipee, Carroll 
County, N. H., November 30, 1865. 
He was educated at the Wolfeboro 
Academy and at the New Hampton 
Literary Institution and upon the 
completion of legal studies was ad- 
mitted to the New Hampshire bar in 
1889, having now to his credit nearly 
a quarter of a century of successful 
and honorable practice. In addition 
he has taken a keen interest in all the 
activities of life in his town of Farm- 


all of Farmington. Judge Wiggin 
attends the Free Will Baptist Church. 
On December 23, 1893, he married 
Harriette Bradeen of Waterboro, Me. 
Their daughter, Esther Beatrice, born 
December 14, 1895, died December 24, 
1901. 


JupGE A. CHESTER CLARK 


Judge A. Chester Clark of the Con- 
cord district court was born at Center 
Harbor July 4, 1877, the son of Mat- 
thew C. and Sarah L. (Bartlett) 
Clark, being a member of the same 
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New Hampshire family as Chief Jus- 
tice Lewis W. Clark of the state su- 
preme court and Judge Daniel Clark 
of the United States District Court. 
He was educated at the Meredith 
High School (1894), New Hampton 
Literary Institution and Commercial 
College (1901) and at Dartmouth Col- 
lege, where he was a member of the 
- class of 1906. At New Hampton he 
was business manager of the school 
paper for four years and winner of 





journalist of vigorous pen. While 
a legal resident of Center Harbor, 
Judge Clark represented his town 
in the constitutional convention of 
1902, and, though a Democrat in poli- 
ties, was chosen clerk of the conven- 
tion of 1912 by 143 majority. Heisa 
member of the American Institute of 
Criminal Law and Criminology; the 
New Hampshire Historical Society ; 
the New Hampshire Press Associa- 
tion; the Wonolancet Club of Con- 








Judge A. Chester Clark 


first honor in the Bates prize debate 
in 1900. Judge Clark studied law 
with Bertram Blaisdell at Meredith 
and with General John H. Albin and 
Joseph A. Donigan, Esq., at Concord, 
being admitted to the bar in June, 
1913, and at once opening an office for 
the general practice of his profession 
in Coneord. While getting his edu- 
cation and pursuing his legal studies 
Judge Clark made newspaper work 
his means of livelihood and gained a 
wide reputation as a well-informed 


cord; Chocorua Lodge, No. 83, A. F. 
and A. M., Meredith ; Concord Lodge, 
No. 8, K. of P., Concord (past chan- 
cellor) ; Grand Lodge, K. of P. (past 
deputy grand chancellor); Augusta 
Young Temple, Pythian Sisterhood ; 
Capital Grange, Merrimack Pomona, 
the New Hampshire State Grange; 
and various other organizations. In 
the few months during which he has 
held the office of judge of the Concord 
district court he has shown himself 
the possessor of advanced and admir- 
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able ideas in penology which he has 
had the courage to put in execution. 


JupGE CHARLES J. O’ NEILL 


No one of the new judges is better 
and more favorably known through- 
out the state than Charles J. O’Neill 
of North Walpole, judge of the Wal- 
pole district court. Six terms he has 


ber of the Elks, A. O. H., Patrons of 
Husbandry and Bellows Falls (Vt.) 
Boat Club. He is the owner of the 
Cheshire Republican, a semi-weekly 
newspaper published at Keene, and 
has other business interests. Judge 
O’Neill is a Democrat in polities and 
accounted one of the most skilful of 
that party’s leaders in New Hamp- 
shire. 


Judge Charles J. O’Neill 


served in the house of representatives 
of the state legislature, establishing a 
reputation there as one of its clearest 
thinkers, most effective speakers and 
most influential members. Eighteen 
years he has served on the North Wal- 
pole school board. Born in Keene 
April 4, 1861, and educated there, he 
married, September 30, 1882, Mary 
McNamara and their children are 
Dorothy and Gerald C. O’Neill. 
Judge O’Neill is a Catholic; a mem- 


JuDGE Lrewis S. REcorp 


Judge Lewis Stillman Record of the 
Newport district court was born at 
Worcester, Mass., August 6, 1877, and 
graduated from the English High 
School there, from Brown University, 
in the class of 1902, and from the Uni- 
versity of Maine School of Law in 
1905. While prosecuting his legal 
studies he served as principal of the 
York Village (Me.) Grammar School 
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for one vear and of the Three Rivers 
School. in Palmer, Mass., for two 
years. He married, May 8, 1902, 
Ethel T. Robinson of Providence, R. 
I., and they have five children, Agnes 











Judge Lewis S. Record 


E., Dorothy L., Stephen W., Hattie 
F. and Marjorie E. He is a member 
of the bar of both Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire and, before locating 
at Newport, practised in this state at 
Ashland where he was a member of 
the board of education and justice of 
the police court. At Newport he is a 
member and clerk of the school board. 
Judge Record is a Baptist in religious 
belief ; and a member of the A. F. and 
A. M., Eastern Star, I. O. O. F., Re- 
bekahs, L. O. O. M. and Newport 
board of trade. He was president of 
the Newport Wilson & Marshall Club 
and attended the national conven- 
tion at Baltimore at which those ecan- 
didates were named. In 1908 and 
again in 1912 he was a delegate to the 
Democratic state convention. 





JUDGE FRANK W. HAMLIN 


Frank W. Hamlin, judge of the dis- 
trict court at Charlestown and pro- 
prietor there of the largest depart- 
ment store in Sullivan County, was 
born in the same town June 14, 1863, 
and educated in its public schools. He 
was a member of the house of repre- 
sentatives in the state legislature of 
1903, and in 1908 was elected to the 
state senate of 1909 from District No. 
7, receiving 2,373 votes to 1,669 for 
Bela Graves of Unity. In that body 
he served as chairman of the com- 
mittee on banks, a position for which 
the presidency of the Connecticut 
River National Bank since 1900 had 
fitted him, and on the committees on 
revision of the laws, incorporations, 
claims and school for feeble-minded. 
Judge Hamlin is an Episcopalian and 
a member of Charlestown Lodge, No. 
88, I. 0. O. F. He is town treasurer, 
a trustee of the Silsby free public 
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Judge Frank W. Hamlin 


library and generally recognized as 
one of the town’s most able, active 
and publiec-spirited citizens. Decem- 
ber 20, 1887, he married Ada E. 
Perry. 
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JUDGE EpGar K. Morrison 


Edgar K. Morrison of Acworth, 
special justice of the Charlestown dis- 
trict court, was born in Peterborough 
May 6, 1848, and educated there, in 
the publie schools, at the old Peter- 
borough Academy and at the Bridge- 
water (Mass.) Normal School. He is 
president of the town board of health, 
trustee of the Silsby Free Publie Li- 
brary, president of the Acworth board 
of trade, which he organized in 1910, 
secretary of the local fair association 
and notary public and justice of the 
peace. He is a member of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity and of the Episcopal 
Chureh. Judge Morrison was for 
many years a school teacher in Massa- 
chusetts and New Hampshire and has 
been superintendent of schools for 
Aeworth. He has written and trav- 
eled much and is the author of lee- 
tures on ‘‘The Old Granite State’’ 
and on ‘‘Yankees.’’ On Old Home 
Day, 1904, at Charlestown, he gave an 
address on ‘‘The Struggles to Defend 
Old No. 4.’’ Mr. Morrison married 
July 20, 1866, Amy Gardam, who died 
August 30, 1897. Their son, Edgar 
Gardam, was born April 8, 1890. On 
April 5, 1899, Mr. Morrison married 
Lona Royee. They have an adopted 
daughter, Katie. 


JUDGE GEORGE C. CRAIG 


George C. Craig, of Rumney, asso- 
ciate justice of the Plymouth district 
court, was born in Rumney December 
18, 1865, the son of Deacon Byron M. 
Craig and Lydia (Ramsay) Craig, 
and was educated in the town schools. 
After farming, working for the rail- 
road, ete., he started in the meat and 
grocery business at Rumney village 
and in 1892 oceupied his present mer- 
cantile establishment at Rumney De- 
pot. In addition he owns 1,500 acres 
of timberland and is now operating a 
mill employing thirty hands. A Dem- 
ocrat in politics Judge Craig has been 
town clerk, town treasurer, road 
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agent, ete., and was a member of the 
house of representatives of 1905. 
He was postmaster under President 
Cleveland and since that time clerk in 
the postoffice until re-appointed to his 
former office by President Wilson. 
He is a member of the Democratic 
state committee. Judge Craig is a 
Baptist in religious belief. He mar- 

















Judge George C. Craig 


ried November 1, 1892, Carrie E. Ab- 
bott of Rumney and they have three 
children, Lizzie Mae, aged 20, and 
Roy and Ray, twins of 15 years. 


JUDGE StpngeY F. Downina 


Representative Sidney F. Downing 
of Lincoln, justice of the Woodstock 
district court, was born in Ellsworth 
January 27, 1884, and educated at the 
Plymouth High School. His oceupa- 
tion is that of station agent of the 
Boston & Maine Railroad at Lincoln. 
He is a Congregationalist; a Mason 
and Patron of Husbandry and a mem- 
ber of the Order of Railroad Tele- 
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graphers. He married, October 27, 
1906, Lena May Clark of Plymouth 
and they have one daughter, Dorothy, 
born December 31, 1911. Mr. Down- 
ing was elected representative in the 
New Hampshire legislature of 1913 by 
a vote of 78 to 31 for his Republican 
opponent; and was appointed by 
Speaker Britton to the important 
committees on labor, revision of stat- 
utes and journal of the house. He 
proved a diligent worker in commit- 





Judge Sidney F. Downing 


tees, an able and fearless debater on 
the floor and a representative whose 
ability was commented upon by the 
Manchester Leader and other news- 
papers in highly favorable terms. 





JupGE FRANK P. Hosss 


Frank P. Hobbs, special justice of 
the district court for the district 
of Wolfeboro, and one of Carroll 
County’s most active and best known 
citizens, was born in Winona, Minn., 
September 6, 1855. He came to New 
Hampshire in childhood and attended 





the schools of Ossipee and Tamworth, 
continuing his education to the pres- 
ent moment by wide reading, intelli- 
gent observation and careful study of 
the problems of the day. He was mar- 
ried, December 6, 1882, to Emily 8. 
Evans and they have two daughters, 
Shuah M. and Mary E. Mr. Hobbs 
is a very busy man, for in addition to 
his judicial position he is postmaster 
of Wolfeboro by appointment of Pres- 
ident Wilson, a position which he 
had held previously under President 
Cleveland, and is engaged in the real 
estate, fire insurance, lumber and in- 
vestment business. He was for a 
number of years station agent at 
Wolfeboro for the Eastern and Boston 
& Maine Railroads and later was a 
hotel proprietor and manager, in ad- 
dition to other avocations. Mr. Hobbs 
has held many and varied official po- 
sitions and has filled them with invari- 
able credit to himself and satisfaction 
to all concerned. He has been high 
sheriff of Carroll County and deputy 
sheriff of Carroll, Strafford and Bel- 
knap Counties; a member of the house 
of representatives in 1911 and 1913 
and a delegate to the convention 
which met in 1912 to propose amend- 
ments to the constitution of the state. 
Although not a lawyer by profession, 
Mr. Hobbs was assigned in the legis- 
lature of 1911 to the committee on re- 
vision of laws and did such good work 
upon it that in 1913 he was promoted 
to the chief committee of all, that on 
the judiciary, and became one of the 
recognized leaders not of the Demo- 
cratic party alone, but of the whole 
house. Fearless, independent and lib- 
eral in thought and speech Mr. Hobbs 
champions no cause in which he does 
not believe thoroughly, and the knowl- 
edge of that fact gives him influence 
with his fellows. In the constitutional 
convention Mr. Hobbs was appointed 
by President Jones a member of the 
special committee on Woman’s Suf- 
frage and upon this subject as well as 
upon other important matters, such 
as the basis of representation in the 
legislature, taxation, initiative and 
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JUDGE FRANK P. HOBBS 
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referendum, ete., was heard effect- 
ively. Judge Hobbs is a Unitarian in 
religious belief and a member of the 
Masons, Odd Fellows, Red Men and 
A. 0. U. W. 


JUDGE WILLIAM PITMAN 


William Pitman of Bartlett, justice 
of the Conway district court, was born 
in Bartlett October 31, 1855. He at- 


lative service Judge Pitman was a 
member of the committee on public 
health and public improvements. He 
is a leading business man of his town 
and section and has been for the past 
ten years a director in the North Con- 
way Loan and Banking Company. 
Judge Pitman is a member of Mount 
Washington Lodge, No. 87, A. F. and 
A. M., of Signet Royal Arch Chapter 
of North Conway and of St. Gerard 


Judge William Pitman 


tended the schools of his native town, 
North Conway Academy and Frye- 
burg Academy. He was superintend- 
ing school committee of his town for 
four years; member of the school 
board six years; treasurer of the town 
school district fifteen years; deputy 
sheriff six years; moderator two 
years ; chairman of the board of select- 
men fifteen years and at the present 
time; and representative in the legis- 
lature two years. During his legis- 


Commandery, Knights Templar, of 
Littleton. He married, November 16, 
1879, Jannette O. Eastman, and they 
have three children, Jennie Pillsbury, 
wife of William H. Jaquith of Law- 
rence, Mass.; Leah Curtis and Doris 


Emeline. Judge Pitman is one of the 
popular and prominent men of the 
White Mountain ‘‘East Side’’ and 
his judicial appointment was well re- 
ceived by the people of the district 
served by his court. 





TO MY FIREPLACE 
By Delia S. Honey 


As the twilight gathers round us, 
Drawing down the shades of night, 
I love to sit beside thee, 
And watch thy twinkling liight— 
Flames the colors of the rainbow 
Streaming up, then die away, 
Like the sunlight in the morning, 
And the light at close of day. 
And I love to read the stories 
In the embers, bright and clear, 
Pictures of the loved and lost ones 
Telling us to ‘‘never fear.”’ 
Sometimes rough, or fairer faces, 
Palaces, and beasts of prey— 
Paths to strange, mysterious places, 
Shown in panoramic way. 
Thus in rapture by thy firelight, 
Sit I musing over thee 
For the flame, the light, the ember, 
All are beautiful to me. 


HATTIE ALMIRA ROWE 


NoveMBER 10, 1855—DrcemsBer 31, 1912 


By Stewart Everett Rowe 


Just a burst of sadness, 

Then a calm of gladness 

That I had her for so long with me ; 
While through life I wander, 
Ne’er I'll cease to ponder 

Of my mother, now beyond the lea. 


Every single minute 

Fought she on to win it,— 

Win some golden goal of life for me; 
So for her I'll treasure 
In the fullest measure 

Tender thoughts till I shall cease to be. 


Did her duty ever, 

Shirked it not and never ; 

Dreamed she on amid the stars and sky: 
If she’s not with God, friends, 
Where the good have trod, friends, 

I don’t want to go there when I die. 

















HON. ANDREW L. FELKER 
Of Meredith 


Commissioner of Agriculture 
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The Gem of the New Hampshire Lake Region 


By Charles Hardon 


Situated in the very heart of New 
Hampshire’s famous and romantic 
lake region, with still extensive area 
of fertile land, though shorn of a con- 
siderable part of its original propor- 
tions, with a greater coast line than 
any other town in the state, with 
possibly one exception; with scenery 
unsurpassed, all in ready access to 
the world at large, the town of Mere- 
dith, in the County of Belknap, at the 


sentative farmers and leading citizens 
of the town, Andrew L. Felker, has 
been appointed to the important and 
responsible position of Commissioner 
of Agriculture. 

The territory embraced within the 
limits of the present town of Meredith 
was included in a grant made by the 
Masonian proprietors, December 31, 
1748, to Samuel Palmer and others, 
which was originally known as Pal- 











Meredith Village and Bay from the Northwest 


head of Lake Winnipesaukee, what- 
ever its past history or present posi- 
tion, is endowed with possibilities 
whose development and realization, 
through the awakened spirit of its 
people, whether near at hand or long 
to be delayed, will place it ultimately 
in the front rank among our many 
prosperous summer resort towns, and 
which, it is also to be hoped, will fully 
restore its former prestige as one of 
the best farming towns in the state. 
Especially should the latter result be 
looked for now that one of the repre- 


merstown. The town was incorpo- 
rated by the Governor and Council 
as Meredith, December 21, 1768, the 
name having previously been changed 
from Palmerstown to New Salem. As 
then constituted it ineluded all that 
part of the present city of Laconia on 
the west of the Winnipesaukee River, 
on whose bank the flourishing village, 
long known as ‘‘Meredith Bridge,’’ 
was built up, and which was erected 
into the town of Laconia by the legis- 
lature, July 14, 1855. By this action 
the town lost its most prosperous man- 
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Lake Waukewan 


ufacturing section, as well as a fine 
agricultural region, precisely as did 
its neighboring town of Sanbornton 
when the town of Tilton, which 
included the village of Sanbornton 
Bridge and surrounding territory, 
was created by the legislature in 
June, 1869. Again, in 1873, another 
section, though smaller in extent, was 


cut off from the town by legislative 
enactment, this being annexed to the 


town of Center Harbor. The town 
remains, however, one of the longest 
in the state, territorially, and, inelud- 
ing Bear Island and other islands 
within, its jurisdiction, has still an 
area greater than that of the average 
town. 


About a dozen families had located 
within the original limits of the town- 
ship in 1766, and the first birth of 
which there is any record, in the 


town, was that of a daughter of Jacob 


Eaton, March 11, 1767, while the see- 
ond was that of Daniel, son of Eben- 
ezer and Sarah Smith, July 4, of the 
same year. 

The first town meeting in Meredith 
was held on the 20th day of March, 
1769, at the house of Ebenezer Smith, 
when William Mead was chosen mod- 
erator, Ebenezer Smith, town clerk, 
and Ebenezer Smith, Reuben Mars- 
ton and Ebenezer Pitman, selectmen. 
In April, 1772, it was voted to build 
a town house, and in April, 1774, a 














Lake Winnipesaukee from the Old 





Meredith 





Boston & Maine R. R. Station, Meredith 


meeting house forty feet long by 
thirty-two feet wide, the same to be 
completed within sixteen months. In 
April, 1775, it was voted to raise six 
pounds, lawful money, to hire preach- 
ing for some part of the year ensuing, 
and six pounds for schooling. 

The people of Meredith took a pa- 
triotic stand when the Revolution 


broke out, and did their full part in 


the war for independence. Ebenezer 
Smith was chosen a deputy to attend 
the Exeter convention in May, 1775, 
and at the same time the town voted 
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to raise ten soldiers for the service, 
wherever needed. In August, 1776, 
a Committee of Safety was chosen, 
consisting of J. M. Folsom, Jonathan 
Smith, Nathaniel Robinson, William 
Mead and Joseph Roberts, and £45 
was voted for arms and ammunition. 
In 1777 there were forty-seven names 
of legal voters on the check list. 
Among the soldiers of Meredith serv- 
ing in the Revolution were the follow- 
ing, as the records show: Nathaniel 
Holland, John Robinson, Jonathan 
Crosby, Jonathan Smith, Jr., Moses 
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Meredith School House 
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Senter, Oliver Smith, Thomas Fro- 
hock, Aaron Rawlings, Joseph Eaton, 
James Sinclair, and William Maloon; 
while Jonathan Smith of this town 
was in the Rhode Island service. 
Ebenezer Smith seems to have been 
the leading man in the town in its 
early history. He was the delegate 
from Meredith in the Concord econ- 
vention of 1778 for laying a plan for 
the government of the state, and the 
first representative in the legislature, 
after the town became entitled to 


the shore, made up the third division, 
the intermediate section constituting 
the second division. 

Probably three-fifths of the popu- 
lation of the town, which was 1,638 
in 1910, as against 1,642 in 1890, 
showing practically a standstill con- 
dition though the figure was somewhat 
larger in 1900, is included within the 
village limits, the village lying at the 
head of the bay, and between that and 
Lake Waukewan, a fine body of water, 
some two miles in length, lying several 

















Town Hall Building 


separate representation, in 1793, it 
previously having been classed with 
Sanbornton. 

The original township was divided 
into three divisions, each being a 
school district. The first division in- 
cluded the portion erected into the 
town of Laconia, while the upper end 
of the town, in which Meredith vil- 
lage, the business section of the pres- 
ent town, is located, together with the 
‘*Neck,’’ the large peninsula extend- 
ing into Lake Winnipesaukee, which 
has many fine farms, and numerous 
delightful summer cottage sites along 


feet higher than the Winnipesaukee, 
and emptying into the same at the 
head of the bay, the fall affording a 
very considerable water power, which 
has been utilized for the operation of 
various manufacturing industries— 
at some times more extensively than at 
the present. 

The line of the old Boston, Concord 
& Montreal Railroad, now a part of 
the White Mountains Division of the 
Boston & Maine, passes through the 
outskirts of the village, the station be- 
ing thirty-seven miles above Concord, 
and ten from Laconia. There is quite 
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Smith Library 


a business done at this station, which 
is the railroad center for Center Har- 
bor, Moultonborough and Sandwich, 
as well as Meredith, and six or eight 
men are required to take care of the 
work. Stages run three times, daily, 
to Center Harbor, and once each day, 
except Sunday, to Moultonborough 
and Sandwich. The station agent is 
Charles I. Swain, who has been for a 
quarter of a century in the employ of 
the railroad. 

During the summer season there is 
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also steamboat service between Mere- 
dith village and other points on the 
lake ; but the place has not yet reached 
the importance as a summer resort, 
which its location and natural attrac- 
tions justly entitle it to hold; and 
which ean only be attained through 
the intelligent, organized effort of its 
business men, upon which also, its 
industrial prosperity must largely de- 
pend. What is wanted for the pro- 
motion of these ends is a live board of 
trade, which does not now exist, 
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Elm Hotel, Meredith, N. H. 
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though one was organized a few years 
ago, and made something of a start, 
but soon ‘‘dropped out’’ and is now 
in a comatose condition. 

The village, which, on account of 
the physical configuration of its site, 

















North (Congregational) Church 


is somewhat irregularly built, is pleas- 
antly located, from a scenic point of 
view, and presents a generally attrac- 
tive and well kept appearance, both as 
regards its residential and business 
sections. Its mercantile establish- 
ments are fairly on a par with the 
size of the place and the extent of 
tributary territory, and its indus- 
tries, although not as extensive as 
they have been at times, or as it is 
hoped they yet may be, are of consid- 
erable importance. The principal in- 
dustry at the present time is the Mere- 
dith Linen Mills, employing from 
sixty to seventy hands. There is also 
a lumber mill near the railway, em- 
ploying twenty-five to thirty men; the 
George H. Clark & Company concern 
manufacturing boxes, shook, and 
building materials, with twenty to 
thirty employees, and the Meredith 
Casket Company, twelve to fifteen 


men. There is also the plant of a 
former large industry—the Meredith 
Shook and Lumber Company, which 
is now lying idle and for sale. 

There are Congregational, Baptist, 
Free Baptist and Advent churches, 
each having a house of worship and 
maintaining services, in the village— 
sufficient in number, certainly, if not 
in variety, to meet the religious needs 
of the people. Of late the Congre- 
gational and Free Baptist churches 
have ‘‘ federated,’’ employing the Rev. 
K. T. Blake as their pastor—an ex- 
ample that may well be followed 
in other towns with a superfluity of 
churches. 

The village schools, with a total of 
about 150 pupils, inelude high, gram- 
mar, intermediate, and first and 
second primary departments. The 
teachers are Joseph Garmon, high 

















Free Baptist Church 


school; Lillian M. Pearson, grammar ; 
Vera E. Berry, intermediate; Hope 
Lincoln, first primary ; Ruth Hawkins, 
second primary. Fred H. Osgood is 
teacher of music and Miss Abby H. 
Jewett of drawing. 
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A finely located, substantially built 
and conveniently arranged public li- 
brary building, the gift of the late 
Benjamin M. Smith, a former resi- 
dent, houses a well-selected library of 
six thousand volumes, in charge of 
Mrs. Lillian Wadleigh as librarian. 














Advent Church 


The Meredith Village Savings Bank, 
incorporated in 1869, had deposits 
slightly in excess of $500,000 when the 
last printed report of the Bank Com- 
mission was issued. John F. Beede is 
president and Daniel E. Eaton treas- 
urer. The trustees are John F. Beede, 
Edwin Cox, Bertram Blaisdell, Ed- 
mund Quimby, Daniel E. Eaton, 
Nathan G. Plummer, Edmund Page, 
Dudley Leavitt, and Joseph W. Clark. 

The fraternal life of the village and 
town is well organized, including the 


Masons, the Odd Fellows, and the’ 


Grange or Patrons of Husbandry. 
Chocorua Lodge, A. F. & A. M., has 
over ninety members, with Charles N. 
Roberts, worshipful master. They 
will soon occupy, as a permanent 
home, the upper floor of the new 
Grange building, now in process of 
completion. The Odd Fellows have a 
lodge of 100 members, with J. P. 
Rand, noble grand, and Frank David- 
son, recording secretary. They oc- 
cupy the upper floor of a building of 
their own, the lower part of which is 
occupied by Morrison’s drug store. 
Ellacoya Chapter of the order of the 
Eastern Star has eighty members, 





with Mrs. Elizabeth Quimby, worthy 
matron, and Mrs. Emma Ballard, as- 
sociate matron. Lakeside Rebekah 
Lodge, No. 34, has 150 members, with 
Mrs. Lottie Emery, noble grand, and 
Miss Esther Rand, secretary. 
Winnipesaukee Grange, No. 55, Pa- 
trons of Husbandry, organized March 
2, 1875, has been one of the most pros- 
perous in the state for a number of 
years, including in its membership 
a greater proportion of wide-awake 
farmers than almost any other. It 
has at the opening of 1914, 206 mem- 
bers, with Emma N. Ballard, master, 
Eva F. Blake, lecturer, and Blanche 
Knowles, secretary. This Grange is 
erecting a hall of its own, in a promi- 
nent position on Main Street, forty 
by sixty feet, with two stories and 
basement, the first floor to be occupied 
by the Grange, and the second by the 




















Baptist Church 


Masons, with banquet room in the 
basement to be used by both orders. 

The Meredith Woman’s Progress 
Club was organized September 13, 
1901, and joined the State Federation 
the following year. The organizer and 





Granite Monthly 








Mill and Office of George H. Clark & Co. 


first president was Mrs. Isabel Ambler 
Gilman, now a lawyer at Saldovia, 
Alaska. The succeeding presidents 
have been Mrs. Hattie R. Erskine, 
Mrs. Ella E. Eaton, Mrs. Geneva M. 
Hawkins, Mrs. Georgia M. Blaisdell, 
Mrs. Grace Swain and Mrs. Helen H. 
Pynn, the present executive. The 
other officers, now serving, are Mrs. 


Clara Clough and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Caverly, vice-presidents ; Mrs. Georgia 
M. Blaisdell, recording secretary; 
Mrs. Nellie Dow, corresponding sec- 
retary; Mrs. Elizabeth Quimby, 
treasurer; Mrs. Grace Swain, Mrs. 
Augusta Heath and Mrs. H. R. Ers- 
kine, directors. The present member- 
ship of the club is about sixty-five. 
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Meredith Garage and Machine Shop 
Owned and Conducted by G. W. Vinall 


The meetings are held in Ladd Hall, 
on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month. 

There is a local branch of the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union here located, with a member- 


ship of about thirty, the principal 
officers at present being Mrs. Melvin 
H. Kimball, president; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth C. Caverly, secretary, and Miss 
Virginia B. Ladd, treasurer. 

As in the Revolution, the sons of 


Meredith performed loyal service in 
the war for the preservation of the 
Union, not less than 122 officers and 
men from this town being engaged 
during the struggle, with 105 volun- 
teer substitutes, making a total of 227 
in all. A large proportion of these 
were members of the Twelfth New 
Hampshire Regiment, Company I of 
this organization being mainly re- 
eruited here. The comnfander of this 
company, Capt. Joseph W. Lang, Jr., 








Garage and Machine Shop of Leander G. Pynn 


Dealer in Automobiles 
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son of a former leading citizen, made a 
splendid record in the service, and for 
many years after the war was a prom- 
inent and respected business man of 
the town and a leading Democrat of 
Belknap County. A soldiers’ monu- 
ment, erected near the public library, 














George H. Clark 


was the gift of Major Edwin E. 
Beede, and bears the inscription : 


“In honor of the Twelfth Regi- 
ment, New Hampshire Volunteers, 
who fought in the War of 1861-1865 
for the preservation of the Union.’’ 


The advent of the automobile as a 
means of locomotion has not only 
developed one of the most extensive 
branches of manufacturing industry 
in the country, but also important 
incidental lines of business in which 
latter Meredith, like other towns, has 
ashare. There are two well-equipped 
garages in the village, the proprietors 
being G. W. Vinall and Leander G. 
Pynn. The latter also does a consid- 
erable business as a dealer in auto- 
mobiles. 


GrorGE H. CuarK & Co. 


One of the principal industries of 
the town is that established in 1866 
by George H. and Joseph S. Clark, 
brothers, under the firm name of 
George H. Clark & Co., and under 
which name the business is still con- 
tinued, though George H. Clark died 
April 16, 1905, and Joseph 8. and his 
son J. W., are now conducting it. 

They supply everything required in 
the line of building material; also box 
shooks, hosiery boards and all kinds 
of cabinet work. Their establish- 
ment is located on Meredith Bay, in 
ready access of the lumber supply, 
and the power used is electricity from 
the linen mill plant near by. About 
thirty-five hands are employed during 
the busy season—a somewhat smaller 
number in the winter, and the aver- 
age year’s business exceeds $100,000, 
the product being marketed through 
a large section. The firm is popular 
with its employees and the general 
public, and a material factor in the 
town’s prosperity. 





Dr. George R. Salisbury 
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View on Main St., Meredith 


Dr. GreorGE R. SALISBURY 


Meredith’s dentist, Dr. George R. 
Salisbury, who has been in practice 
here about six years, is a native of 
Hull’s Cove, Me. He was educated 
at the Smith Paris High School, the 
University of Pennsylvania and the 
Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, 
graduating at the latter in 1905. He 
has a well-equipped office and large 
and successful practice. He is a 
member of Chocorua Lodge, A. F. & 
A. M., Ellacayo Chapter, O. E. S., and 
of Winnipesaukee Grange, P. of H. 





Meredith’s popular public enter- 
tainment resort—the Elm Hotel— 
is now and has been for a year past 
under the management of Mr. George 
F. Gould, who has had previous ex- 
perience in the business in Contoocook 
and Hill. He runs a clean, well-kept 
and well-regulated temperance house, 
at moderate prices and satisfactory to 
all guests, his success being due as 
well to Mrs. Gould’s excellent judg- 
ment and sympathetic codperation, as 
to his own ability. Meredith people 
generally take due pride in the char- 
acter of their hotel. 

Mr. Wilbur Emery, who is, withal, 
an enterprising and public spirited 





citizen, conducts the business of an 
undertaker and embalmer, and has 
an unusually well-equipped establish- 
ment in that line. 





Wilbur Emery 
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Among the many camp schools for 
the young, which, in recent years, have 
been established in the lake region, 
mention should be made of ‘‘Camp 
Winnipesaukee,’’ a school for boys, 
open the entire year, conducted by 
Miss Hattie Moses of this town, lo- 
cated upon a charming island seven 
miles down the lake. 


At Meredith Center, some four 
miles southwest from the village, are 
a store, a post office and a Free Bap- 
tist Church. A sawmill and grist- 
mill are also located here, but neither 
are operated at the present time. 


of land and water are here combined. 
The Belknap, Ossipee and Sandwich 
Mountains are close at hand, and 
Mount Washington is but little more 
than fifty miles away. Nor are there 
any disasters here, as on the Great 
Lakes. The ‘‘sea going’’ is entirely 
safe, and there is no getting out of 
sight of land. On the shores of these 
beautiful waters are sites for ten 
thousand summer homes, many of 
which might pleasantly be occupied 
even in the winter time by those who 
have leisure at their command. UIlti- 
mately these sites will be largely oceu- 
pied. Trolley lines will run all about 











Camp Winnipesaukee 


Island Camp School for Boys 


Here is the home, also, of Wiewas 
Lake Grange, of which Commissioner 
Felker is a member, as he is of the 
chureh here located. 


Speaking of lakes, the waters in, 
around and about Meredith have been 
compared to the five great lakes— 
Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie and 


Ontario. They are Winnipesaukee, 
Waukewan, Wiewas, Winnisquam, 
and the Bay, which latter is an arm 
of the first named. Unlike the Great 
Lakes, these are home-like, compre- 
hensible and accessible. They are 
not too far away from anywhere, or 
from each other—thirty-seven miles 
from Concord and one hundred and 
twelve from Boston. The attractions 


the shores and motor boats, galore, 
will fly upon the waters; but it will 
be many a year before the develop- 
ment possibilities will be exhausted. 
Care should be taken that these sites 
are held accessible to the people, and 
not monopolized by speculators; nor 
should high taxes be imposed on 
camps and cottages. 

There is already the foundation 
for a large summer colony located 
on these charming Meredith shores, 
mainly on the ‘‘Neck,’’ with many 
cosy and attractive camps and cot- 
tages. Among the most attractive of 
these is ‘‘Castle Rock Camp,’’ the 
summer home of G. K. Webster, of 
the well-known Webster Company, 
silversmiths, of North Attleboro, 
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Castle Rock Camp, G. K. Webster 


Mass., whose New York office is in 
the Gill Building, 9-13 Maiden Lane, 
which camp commands a delightful 
view and is greatly admired. 


Another pleasant camp is that of - 


James P. Little of Brookline, Mass., 
situated on the Neck, opposite Bear 


Island Narrows. This camp was con- 
structed from an old barn, with heavy 


oak timbers. It was designed by the 
owner and built by the day by George 
Merrill. It has a large shore frontage 
and fine outlook, and is occupied from 
June to November, and occasionally 
during the winter. Capt. Woodbury 
Davis is the caretaker. 

Still another attractive summer 
home is that of Mr. and Mrs. W. J. 








James A. Little’s Camp, Meredith Neck 
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Red Hill Three-Mile Island 








Ossipee Mt. 


View of Sandwich Range from ‘*‘ Nushka’”’ 


Follett of Newton, Mass., situated on 
a point on the easterly shore of the 
Neck, where the narrow channel, 
sometimes called the ‘‘Midway Plais- 
ance,’’ opens out to that grand stretch 
of water in which the Appalachian 
Club Island and the Beaver Islands 
are located. This charming retreat 
is so surrounded by pine growth that 
the passerby seldom takes note of its 
dimensions, and no single view can 
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give an adequate idea thereof. Its: 


living room is thirty-six by twenty- 
four feet, with a fireplace on one side 
five feet high and five feet wide, with 
a twelve-foot hearth and correspond- 
ing mantel shelf, and a twelve-foot 
window seat opposite and a massive 
window with one pane measuring 
seven feet by five, through which 
ean be viewed the rippling lake, 
the nearby islands, and in the far- 








**Nushka,’’ Summer Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Follett of Newton, Mass. 
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ther distance Red Hill, Ossipee and 
Chocorua Mountains. The finish, 
throughout is rustic and solidly sub- 
stantial, while the furnishing and all 
the accessories are such as guarantee 
comfort and suggest a ready hospi- 
tality, both in summer and winter, 
for many pleasant outings are here 
enjoyed in the latter season, with 
snowshoeing, tobogganing, skating, 
eurling and fishing through the ice 
as attractions. Bachelor lodging- 
room quarters are also maintained in 
connection. with the establishment, in 
a cabin on Goose or Pine Cone Island, 
midway between the Meredith shore 
and Pine Island. The name of this 
retreat of the Folletts is ‘‘ Nushka,’’ 


the Indian for ‘‘Look! Look!’’ or 
‘*Behold! Behold!’’ 
BIOGRAPHY 


Among Meredith born men, abroad, 
gaining prominence in public life, the 
most noted, perhaps, was the late Hon. 
George G. Fogg, who was educated 
for the law, but engaged in journal- 
ism, being practically the founder 
and long-time editor of the Independ- 
ent Democrat of Concord, the organ 
of the Free Soil party, subsequently 
consolidated with the Statesman. He 
served as United States minister to 
Switzerland by appointment of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, and was also, for a 
short time, United States Senator by 
executive appointment. 

The ablest and most influential son 
of the town, who remained at home 
and performed his life work among 
the scenes and associations of his 
childhood, was, undoubtedly, Gen. 
John Wadleigh, a substantial farmer 
with a bent for politics and a strong 
grasp on public affairs, as well as 
a natural fondness for military life. 
He was active in the old state militia, 
attaining the rank of major-general 
therein, and was also adjutant-gen- 
eral of New Hampshire from 1847 to 
1856. He held many town offices; 


was the first treasurer of Belknap 
County; served in both branches of 
the legislature and in the Constitu- 
tional Convention of 1850. He was 
born June 3, 1806, and died October 
25, 1873. 


BENJAMIN M. SmitTH 


The principal benefactor of the 
town of Meredith, whose enduring 
monument exists in its fine public 
library building, was Benjamin M. 
Smith, born in West Center Harbor, 





Benjamin M. Smith 


Donor of the Public Library 


November 1, 1833; a son of John and 
Mary (Mudgett) Smith and a direct 
descendant, in the eighth generation, 
of John Smith, born at Dorking, Eng- 
land, 1595, a member of ‘‘The Com- 
pany of The Plough,’’ formed in 
London in 1630 who came to America 
in 1632 on the ship William and 
Francis; one of the sixteen heads 
of families named John Smith, who 
settled in Massachusetts prior to 
1650, and one of the five owners of 
Nantucket. 

Benjamin resided with his father 
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until 1854, when the family removed 
from Center Harbor to Meredith. 
When he was sixteen years old he 
learned that anyone could earn $20 
per month making shoes, and with his 
father’s consent he arranged to work 
a year at South Deerfield, to learn 
his trade, and receive $30 for his 
year’s work. At the end of a year 
he purchased his time of his father, 
built a shop, and commenced taking 
work from Haverhill. Soon after he 
was twenty-one he was sick for two 
years, and told by the doctor he must 
have outdoor occupation. In March, 
1856, he had 235 pounds of stocking 
yarn made, and went to Newburyport, 
Mass., where he made his first sales. 
He shortly after added knit stockings 
and other goods to his line, and for 
fifty years covered his territory in 
northeastern Massachusetts, retiring 
in 1909 with the best wishes and re- 
spect of hundreds of customers. 

Mr. Smith spent many happy days 
at Meredith, where his two children 
were born, and in the spring of 1900 
proposed to the town that if they 
would purchase the Prescott lot, on 
Main Street, then covered with un- 
sightly buildings, he would erect 
thereon a good library building to 
cost not less than $10,000 in memory 
of his parents; the town accepted the 
offer, and Mr. Smith built the library 
at a cost of some $12,000. 

Center Harbor was Mr. Smith’s 
birthplace, and in 1909 he made a 
similar offer to that town; but, owing 
to different arrangements, that build- 
ing was erected by another; but, at 
his death, he left the town an Endow- 
ment Fund of $6,000, the interest of 
which, after the payment of a small 
annual expense for the care of his 
burial lot, was to be used- for the 
schools of the town. 

In 1908, he created an endowment 
fund known as ‘‘The Benjamin M. 
Smith Memorial Fund’’ for the wid- 
ows and orphans of sailors lost at sea 
from Gloucester, and at his-death pro- 
vided still further for them. 

He was known far and wide as a 


horticulturist, originating the ‘‘ Bev- 
erly strawberry’? and many others, 
and was the winner of many medals. 
and prizes for his fruit and gardens. 
During his last years, he resided in 
summer at his residence on Massachu- 
setts Avenue, at Meredith. 

He passed away at Wenham, Mass., 
on March 16, 1912. 


Cot. EBENEZER STEVENS 


Among the men of Meredith whose 
energy, enterprise and active public 
spirit were largely instrumental in 
promoting the prosperity of the town 
in the middle of the last century, was: 
Col. Ebenezer Stevens, whose great- 
grandfather, Maj. Ebenezer Stevens, 
was one of the early settlers of the 
town of Kingston. Paul Stevens, a 
farmer, grandson of Maj. Stevens, 
who married Sally, a daughter of Dr. 
Howe, an eminent surgeon in the 
American army in the Revolution, 


settled first in New Chester, residing 


subsequently in New Hampton, Gil- 
manton and Gilford, in which latter 
town, Ebenezer, the subject of this 
sketch, with several others of their 
large family of children, was born, 
his natal day being May 9, 1810. 


Compelled from boyhood to make 
his own way in the world, he first 


learned the trade of blacksmithing, 


and engaged therein in Gilford till 
1837, when he removed to Meredith 
Village, where he pursued the same 
avocation successfully for several 
years. About 1850 he engaged in 
general merchandise in company with 
Joseph W. Lang, and afterward con- 
ducted the business alone, or with 
other partners, for many years. He 
was one of the incorporators and a 
trustee of the Meredith Village Sav- 
ings Bank; and a trustee of the La- 


conia Savings Bank; was a justice of 


the peace for more than forty years; 


was a selectman of Meredith during 


the Civil War, had represented the 
town in the legislature, and was a 
Republican presidential elector in 
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1860. He had been prominent in the 
militia and was offered the command 
of the Twelfth New Hampshire Regi- 
ment in the Civil War, which he aided 
largely in raising. He married, April 
22, 1846, Cassandra, daughter of John 
B. and Alice (Ladd) Swasey of Mere- 
dith. They had one daughter, Alice 
L., who married Henry W. Lincoln 
of Norton, Mass. Colonel Stevens 
died in 1901. 
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trait accompanies this article, was a 
man who had deeply at heart the wel- 
fare and upbuilding of the town in 
which fifty-six years of his life was 
spent. Original of mind and thor- 
ough in everything he undertook, he 
did much to instill these qualities, as 
well as industry and integrity into 
the character of those about him. He 
was born in Loudon, N. H., April 29, 
1819, a descendant of that Daniel 








Col. Ebenezer Stevens 


Seneca A. Lapp 


The perpetuation of the memory of 
the men and women of New Hamp- 
shire who have given character and 
stability to the towns in which their 
life work has been accomplished is 
one of the objects of this magazine. 
A few ‘‘righteous men’’ may give 
such tone to the moral life of a com- 
munity as to make it a good place to 
live in. 

Seneca Augustus Ladd, whose por- 





Ladd, who sailed from London, Eng., 
March 24, 1633, in the ship Mary and 
John, located at Ipswich, Mass., was 
one of the founders of Salisbury in 
1638, removed with eleven others, in 
1640, to Pawtucket on the Merrimack, 
and founded the town (now city) of 
Haverhill. Seneca A. was the fourth 
son of Gideon and Polly (Osgood) 
Ladd. He attended the town school 
summers until ten years of age, and 
winters until seventeen, one of his 
teachers, and the one who best com- 
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prehended his nature and gave him 
most encouragement, being the late 
Hon. John L. French, afterwards 
president of the Pittsfield bank. He 
learned the carriagemaker’s trade in 
youth and, at seventeen, came to 
Meredith and worked for a time with 
John Haines, a wheelwright. 

At the age of twenty years, he 
bought a house, giving his note in 
part payment, married, and, in com- 
pany with Mr. Sewell Smith, was 
engaged in the manufacture of car- 
riages, when their plant was de- 
stroyed by fire. After this seeming 
disaster, Mr. Ladd leased an unused 
factory in the village and devoted 
himself to the manufacture of pianos 
and melodeons, in connection with his 
brother, Albert, maker of the cele- 
brated A. W. Ladd & Co. pianos in 
Boston. 

In 1869, his hearing having become 
seriously impaired, he gave up this 
business, but soon conceived the idea 
of starting a savings bank, particu- 
larly to encourage young people in 
whose welfare he always took a special 
interest, in habits of prudence and 
thrift in the use of their earnings. 
Nearly twenty years of his life were 
spent in this work; not for gain to 
himself, but that others might be ben- 
efited. This enterprise conceived and 
carried out in his maturity, seems to 
have been the great good he be- 
queathed to the citizenship of Mere- 
dith. This Meredith Village Savings 
Bank is still perpetuated, in care of 
Mr. D. E. Eaton, who has held the 
office of treasurer for the last twenty- 
five years. 

Mr. Ladd, throughout his busy life, 
found time for the collection and 
study of minerals; and geology and 
kindred sciences were always of the 
greatest interest to him. He was 
twice married, first to Susan Tilton 
of Meredith, March 24, 1840, and, two 
years after her death, to Catharine S. 
Wallace of Boston, June 1, 1852. He 
died January 22, 1892, leaving two 
daughters—one by each marriage— 
Mrs. Frances L. Coe of Center Har- 
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bor, and Miss Virginia B, Ladd, who 
occupies the home residence. 


Dup.Ley LEAVITT 


The resident of Meredith most 
widely known, or at least the one 
whose name has been most familiar 
in New England farm homeés for the 
last four generations, was Dudley 
Leavitt, the author of the famous 
almanac which he first issued in 1797, 
and which still bears his name. 





Dudley Leavitt 


Mr. Leavitt, or ‘‘Master’’ Leavitt, 
as he was generally known, from the 
fact that he was one of the most noted 
school-masters of his day, was a na- 
tive of the town of Exeter, born May 
23, 1772. He was a direct descendant 
of John Leavitt, an Englishman, who 
settled in Hingham, Mass., in 1636. 
He attended school but three months, 
altogether, but was a great student all 
through life, deeply versed in mathe- 
maties, astronomy and the languages. 
He married Judith Glidden of Gil- 
manton, and resided for some time in 
that town, but removed, in 1806, to 
Meredith, where he located on a large 
farm about three-fourths of a mile 
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from the lake, and established a 
school, which was extensively adver- 
tised and was quite noted for many 
years. He continued his teaching 
with considerable regularity until 
nearly seventy-five years of age. He 
died suddenly, September 15, 1851. 
He was the father of eleven children, 
nine of whom grew to maturity. Two 
daughters married clergymen who 
were missionaries, and one of these, 
the wife of Rev. John L. Seymour, 


is a prominent citizen of Meredith, 
and an active worker in the Grange. 


Dr. CHarLeEs H. Boynton 


Conspicuous among the sons of 
Meredith gaining high position and 
wide reputation in their chosen pro- 
fessions elsewhere in the state, was 
Charles Hart Boynton, M. D., one of 
the most prominent physicians of 
northern New Hampshire, who prac- 








Dr. Charles H. Boynton 


was the mother of the first white child 
born in Minnesota. His descendants 
now living in Meredith are two grand- 
children, J. Irvill Prescott and Hulda 
J. Leavitt, and four great-grand- 
children, Bertram Blaisdell, Dudley, 
Alice and Marion Leavitt. 

The original Leavitt place is now 
owned in the family and adjoins the 
farm on which Dudley Leavitt and 
sisters now live, also the granddaugh- 
ter, Hulda J. Leavitt. 

Dudley Leavitt, the great-grandson, 
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ticed in the town of Lisbon for forty- 
five years. 

Doctor Boynton was born Septem- 
ber 20, 1826, a son of Ebenezer Boyn- 
ton, a Meredith farmer, who had a 
family of eleven children. He di- 
vided his time in early life between 
farm work and the district school. 
At eighteen years of age he bought 
his freedom from his father, learned 
the carpenter’s trade, and worked 
thereat, earning money for further 
instruction, at Tilton Seminary, and 
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then took up the study of medicine, 
pursuing the same with Dr. W. D. 
Buck of Manchester, at the Berkshire 
Medical College, from which he grad- 
uated in 1853, and at the Harvard 
Medical School. He commenced 
practice in Alexandria in 1854, but 
removed to Lisbon in 1858, where he 
continued till his death, August 16, 
1903. He not only attained high 


of Meredith, the ‘‘Bridge,’’ now La- 
conia, attracting most of those in 
practice in this section. The most 


prominent member of the profession, 
located here for any length of time, 
was Judge Samuel W. Rollins, long 
judge of probate. 

Samuel Winckley Rollins was born 
in Somersworth, now Rollinsford, 
April 11, 1825. 


His father was a 





Hon. Samuel W. Rollins 


rank in his profession, but won the 
confidence and regard of all, as a 
loyal, public-spirited citizen. He was 
a Republican in polities, represented 
his town in the legislature, served 
long on the board of Education, and 
was prominent in many important 
public enterprises. 


Hon. SAMUEL W. ROo.Luins 


Few lawyers have been located 
within the present limits of the town 


farmer, of pure New Hampshire stock, 
noted for his strict integrity and su- 
perior judgment. His son, Samuel, 
was educated in Franklin Academy, 
and Dartmouth College from which 
he was graduated in 1846. He stud- 
ied law in Dover and was admitted to 
the bar in 1849. He opened an office 
immediately in Farmington and three 
years later in Alton, coming to Mere- 
dith, in 1855, where he finished his 
life work of more than forty years 
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and passed away July 28, 1897. 
Judge Rollins married Miss Mary 
Allen Livy of Wolfeboro, January 
10, 1857. She proved a true help- 
meet in every way. She still survives 
and to her, equally with him, Mere- 
dith is indebted for a distinguished 
example of a married life of mutual 
confidence and love. In 1862 he was 
appointed assistant assessor of in- 
ternal revenue, which office he held 
for ten years. December 3, 1872, he 
was appointed judge of probate for 
Belknap County, which office he held 
till April 11, 1895, when he retired, 
having reached the age limit of sev- 
enty years. Few appeals were ever 
taken from his decisions and hone 
was ever successful. He practised in 
many courts of the state and in nearly 
all branches of the law. In March, 
1895, the bar of Belknap County 
placed a portrait of Judge Rollins in 
the court room at Laconia in recogni- 
tion of his long and creditable judi- 
cial career. The citizens of Meredith 
should be devoutly grateful to the 
Divine Ruler of us all that it can be 
truly said of Judge Rollins who, for 
more than forty years, was their law- 
yer and friend, that he always aimed 
to prevent and heal rather than to 
promote litigation; that he advised 
the settlement of disputes, though it 
might be against his pecuniary inter- 
est, and so guided the cause of the 
unfriended that no one should feel 
the weight of unjust expense. 


Hon. Tuappeus S. Moses 


Thaddeus S. Moses, for many years 
one of Meredith’s foremost citizens, 
son of William and Abigail Dar- 
ling (Kenniston) Moses, was born at 
Campton, N. H., January 28, 1835, 
and was educated in the common 
schools of Plymouth and the academy 
at Laconia. When a young man he 
learned the trade of tinsmith at Ply- 
mouth. In 1860 he removed to Mere- 
dith where he bought out a tin, stove 
and hardware business, which he ear- 
ried on successfully for over forty 


years. He was.an enterprising and 
prosperous citizen and had the confi- 
dence of his fellow townsmen to a very 
high degree. 

In polities he was a Democrat. 

He was a member of the board of 
selectmen several terms; was town 
treasurer ten years and was represen- 
tative from Meredith to the general 
court one term. In 1888 was elected 
state senator from the Fifth Senato- 
rial District of which Meredith was 
then a part, serving in the first sen- 
ate under the twenty-four district 
arrangement. He was also a member 
of the building committee which had 
charge of the construction of the 
Belknap County court house at La- 
conia. In his religious faith he was 
a Baptist, and for many years was a 
deacon in the church at Meredith. 

Mr. Moses married, February 22, 
1862, Emily S. Currier, daughter of 
Aaron and Anna (Hoag) Currier, 
who was born November 26, 1840. 
Of this marriage there were four chil- 
dren—William H. of Tilton, N. H.; 
Geneva A., now wife of Dr. Frederick 
L. Hawkins of Meredith; Chester S. 
of Chicago, Ill.; and Mina M., wife 
of Frank H. Shumway of Meredith, 
now deceased. 

Thaddeus S. Moses died January 
13, 1902. 


JUDGE BERTRAM BLAISDELL 


The only lawyer located in Mere- 
dith for some years past is Bertram 
Blaisdell, the son of Philip D. and 
Jane Leavitt Blaisdell, who was born 
in Meredith April 13, 1869. After 
attending the public schools he pre- 
pared for college at Tilton Seminary 
and was graduated from Brown Uni- 
versity in the class of 1892. He was 
principal of Meredith High School 
1892-95. Studied law with Hon. S. 
W. Rollins and was admitted to the 
bar in 1897, when he opened an office 
in Meredith and has continued to 
practice to the present time. 

He has served as a member of the 
school board and one of the trustees 
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of the Meredith Village Savings 
Bank. He is a member of Chocorua 
Lodge No. 83, A. F. & A. M., and of 
the Congregational Church. 

Mr. Blaisdell was recently ap- 
pointed, by the Governor and Coun- 


Judge Bertram Blaisdell 


cil, special justice of the Laconia 
District Court, established under the 
act of the last legislature, includ- 
ing in its jurisdiction the city of 
Laconia and the towns of Meredith, 
New Hampton, Gilford and Center 
Harbor. 


JOHN F. BEEDE 


John Fred Beede, one of the lead- 
ing business men of his town and 
county, belongs to one of the older 
families of the state, and is the fourth 
John Beede, in direct succession. 
His great-grandfather, John Beede, 
who was of English stock, cleared a 
farm in the town of Sandwich, where 
his grandfather also resided. His 
father, John W. Beede, came to Mere- 
dith in 1850 and died there in 1885. 
He was a merchant, and prominent 
citizen, active and influentiai in the 


life of the community. John F. was 
born here on April 8, 1859. He was 
educated in the village schools, Tilton 
Seminary and Yale College, graduat- 
ing from the latter in 1882. Making 
choice of business as his life work, he 
was engaged for about three years 
after graduation with banking insti- 
tutions in Boston, New York City and 
Buffalo. Upon the death of his fa- 
ther, in 1885, he returned to Meredith, 
in conjunction with his sister, Eva J., 
now Mrs. Odell, took charge of the 
business which the former had con- 
ducted. The estate has been owned 


by them together, without division, up 
to the present time. 

Mr. Beede has been an officer of the 
Meredith Village Savings Bank since 
1885, and has been president of the 
same for the past ten years. He is 
a director of the People’s National 


John F. Beede 


Bank at Laconia, a trustee of Til- 
ton Seminary, and has been a stock- 
holder and director in many local 
enterprises. He is president of the 
Congregational Society of Meredith 
Village; is a Republican politically, 
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and has been many years at the head 
of the local organization of the party 
—an earnest worker but never aspir- 
ing to office. In 1901 he married 
Martha B., daughter of Hon. Wood- 
bury L. Melcher of Laconia. They 
have two children, Frances Melcher, 
aged ten years, and John Woodbury, 
seven. 


Mrs. Eva Beede Odell 


Mrs. Eva Beede Odell, one of Mere- 
dith’s most talented daughters, was 
educated in the schools of Meredith, 
at Tilton Seminary and at Wellesley 
College. She taught for a number of 
years at Tilton and at other Metho- 
dist seminaries, and was for several 
years preceptress at the Centenary 
Collegiate Institute, Hackettstown, 
N. J. 

On a trip abroad she visited nine 
foreign countries and after her return 
gave travel talks upon these lands, 
always claiming that she never any- 
where found scenery so beautiful as 
that of our own Winnipesaukee re- 
gion. For some years she was a mem- 
ber of the Woman’s Progress Club of 
Meredith, and has ever retained her 
interest in her native town. She mar- 
ried Rev. Willis P. Odell, Ph. D., a 


native of Laconia, and for the past 
three years her home has been in 
Brookline, Mass., where her husband 
is the pastor of St. Mark’s Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

She has published a volume of dia- 
lect stories, entitled ‘‘Roxy’s Good 
Angel and Other New England 
Tales,’’ and a volume of poems, en- 
titled ‘‘Winnipesaukee and Other 
Poems.’’ She has also been a con- 
tributor to various papers and maga- 
zines, among them THE GRANITE 
MONTHLY. 


Dr. FrepErIcK L. HAWKINS 


Frederick Lewis Hawkins, M. D., 
a Meredith’s leading physician, was 
born in this town April 14, 1861. 
His father, William H. Hawkins, en- 
listed in Co. I, Twelfth Regiment, 
New Hampshire Volunteers, and died 
June 16, 1863, from wounds received 
at the battle of Chancellorsville. His 
mother, Helen Emery, daughter of 
Jonathan Emery, only survived her 
husband six years. The doctor at- 
tended the schools of his native town, 
and Tilton Seminary, which he left 
to take up his studies at Jefferson 


Dr. Frederick L. Hawkins 


Medical College, Philadelphia. In 
1886 he was graduated from the same, 
and in the fall began the practice of 
medicine in Meredith, where he has 
been located ever since. 

On October 19, 1889, Doctor Hawk- 
ins and Geneva Moses, daughter of 
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Residence of Dr. Hawkins 


Thaddeus S. Moses, were united in 
marriage. Five children came to 
bless their home. Helen Emily, now 
the wife of Leander G. Pynn; Ruth 
Charlotte, a teacher in Meredith in 
the 3d and 4th grades; Marguerite, 
who died December 16, 1910; Fred- 
erick Lewis, Jr., who died April 14, 
1900, and Freda Elizabeth, a school 
girl of twelve years. The first few 
years of married life were spent in a 
hired house, then he purchased the 
house and lot at the corner of Main 
and Waukewan Streets, and in a few 
years the old house was replaced by 
their present home as seen elsewhere. 

In 1909 the doctor bought the build- 
ing at the corner of Main and Water 
Streets, and two years later built the 
cement business block, in place of the 
old building, which gives a commodi- 
ous and central location for the post 
office, dry goods store, dentist and 
lawyer’s offices. 


Frep M. WaADLEIGH 


A representative of Meredith who 
made a success in the legal profession 
was Fred M. Wadleigh, a native of 
the town, son of Martin L. and Susan 


(Parker) Wadleigh, born June 27, 
1846. He pursued the study of law 
and was admitted to the Belknap 
County bar at Laconia, October 1, 
1869. He settled in the practice of 
his profession at Battle Creek, Mich., 
where he continued with much suc- 


Fred M. Wadleigh 
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cess, gaining a high reputation as a 
practitioner. He married Miss Hattie 
Foster of Vermont, whom he met in 
the West. He died June 30, 1913, at 


Los Angeles, Cal., leaving one daugh- 
ter, Louise F. 


AMONG THE FARMERS 


Hon. ANDREW L. FELKER 


The most conspicuous citizen of 
Meredith at the present time, unques- 
tionably, is Andrew L. Felker, re- 
cently appointed by the Governor 
and Council to the important office 
of Commissioner of Agriculture—the 
head of the department having in 
hand the promotion of the interests 
of the great basic industry of the 
country, so far as the state of New 
Hampshire is concerned, and in which 
the town of Meredith is largely and 
vitally interested. 

Mr. Felker is a native of the town 
of Barrington, born July 6, 1869, the 
son of Andrew Jackson and Lydia A. 
(Seavey) Felker. He received his 
early training at the knee of one of 
the best mothers that ever lived, and 
at the ‘‘Pond Hill’’ Schoolhouse in 
Barrington, where the famous ‘‘ Pond 
Hill Lyceum’’ used to be held. Later 
he attended Austin Academy, Straf- 
ford, and in 1889 entered New Hamp- 
ton Institution, from whose literary 
and commercial departments he holds 
diplomas. 

With the exception of three years 
lived in Rochester, he has spent his 
entire life, since leaving school, in 
farming, the last seventeen years upon 
the farm which is his present home, 
in the southeastern part of Meredith, 
two miles from the Center and six 
from Meredith Village, and not far 
from Lake Winnisquam, where he has 
been engaged in mixed farming, with 
no particular specialty, a good stock 
of cattle, largely Hereford, usually 
being kept. In the season he fur- 
nishes supplies to a considerable ex- 


tent, to the summer dwellers on the 
shores of Winnisquam. 


Mr. Felker has been deeply inter- 
ested in the work of the Grange for 
many years, being a member of Wic- 
was Lake Grange at Meredith Center, 
of which he has been Master. At the 
thirty-sixth annual session of the New 
Hampshire State Grange, in Decem- 
ber, 1909, he was chosen Lecturer, 
and for four years devoted a large 
share of his time to the work of that 
office and the service of the order in 
promoting the educational advance- 
ment of the farmers of the state, 
which experience must prove of no 
little advantage in the successful ad- 
ministration of the office to which he 
has just been appointed. The confi- 
dence of his fellow-workers in his 
ability and devotion is shown by the 
fact that he had large support, on the 
part of the best farmers in the order, 
for Master at the last election, en- 
tirely unsolicited, and was chosen 
Overseer with practical unanimity. 

His standing in the town is shown 
by the fact that he has served two 
years as a member of the board of 
selectmen, and ten years on the school 
board, of which he is now chairman. 
He is a Democrat in polities, a Mason 
and an active member of the Free 
Baptist Church at Meredith Center, 
of which his wife and two oldest sons 
are also members. 

He married, December 5, 1894, Eva 
J. Perkins, daughter of Benjamin 
Perkins of Meredith. They have 
three sons—Louis Keith, born Decem- 
ber 28, 1895; Harold Perkins, born 
April 20, 1898, and Walter Andrew, 
born November 1, 1907. The two 
older boys are now in school at New 
Hampton. 

Mrs. Felker is a true helpmeet, sym- 
pathizing fully with her husband in 
all his work and plans. She is also 
active in Grange work, and has filled 
various offices, including that of Mas- 
ter, in her subordinate Grange for the 
past term. 
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William H. Neal 


Meredith farmers have long ranked 
among the most successful cattle 
breeders in this part of the country. 
In the front rank in this respect at the 
present time is William H. Neal, son 
of William and Mary E. (Smith) 
Neal, who was born July 5, 1871, on 
the farm where he now resides, situ- 


ated about a mile out of the village 
upon the Center Harbor road, com- 
manding a fine view of the bay and 
surrounding scenery. He received a 
good practical education, having grad- 
uated at the Meredith High School 
and the Commercial College at New 
Hampton. He married Lucy M. R. 
Neal of Tuftonborough in 1904. They 
have one son, William J. Neal. 

Mr. Neal is a member of Winnipe- 
saukee Grange, and was master of that 
organization in 1901 and 1902. He is 
a Democrat in polities and has served 
as selectman of the town eight years, 
being now chairman of the board, and 
in other town offices. 

He was appointed a member of the 
Board of Agriculture for Belknap 
County in 1912, serving until the 
board was legislated out of existence 
last September. He is a member and 
vice-president of the New Hampshire 
Dairymen’s Association, and a di- 
rector of several big fair associations. 
Not only is Mr. Neal a prominent citi- 
zen of Meredith, public spirited and a 
pusher for the good of the town, but 
is widely known all over New Eng- 
land as a successful farmer, cattle 
breeder and dealer in live stock. 














Farm Home of William H. Neal 
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Since 1895 he has been a breeder of 
Devon cattle and has developed one of 
the best herds of that breed in the 
United States, carrying off the honors 
at all the big western fairs as well as 
those of New England. In 1909 he 
took a earload of thoroughbred Devon 
cattle to the Pacific Coast, showing at 
the California, Oregon and Washing- 
ton fairs. He won blue ribbons in 
nearly all the classes in which he ex- 
hibited and completed his string of 
victories by winning over many com- 
petitors at the Alaska-Yukon-Pacific 
Exposition at Seattle, and is now mak- 


thrifty farmers of Meredith, and his 
farm, overlooking the water, between 
Meredith Village and ‘‘The Weirs,’’ 
is accounted one of the most valuable 
in the county. He was formerly a 
large breeder of Hereford cattle, and 
his stock was shown extensively at the 
fairs. He married Miss Jane Wad- 
leigh of Meredith, now deceased. He 
has a son, J. Frank Neal of Boston, 
distributing agent for the Standard 
Oil Company, and two daughters— 
Mrs. C. A. Clark of Laconia, and 
Sarah E. Neal, at home. The latter 
is an active worker in Winnipesaukee 














The John M. Neal Farm, Overlooking the Lake 


ing preparations for the Panama Ex- 
position in 1915. He also has a herd 
of thoroughbred Holsteins. 

Mr. Neal runs a retail milk business 
in town, supplying his customers with 
about 350 quarts per day. He is ac- 
tively engaged in the buying and sell- 
ing of live stock, shipping one or 
more carloads each week to Boston 
markets, and is considered one of the 
best judges of weights and quality in 
that line of business. 


JoHN M. NEAL 


John M. Neal, son of Joseph, one 
of the early settlers, is one of the 
most prosperous among the many 


Grange, of which her father was a 
charter member. He is a Baptist in 
church affiliation and independent in 
politics. 


~ 


THe Davis Stock Farm 


One of the-best known stock farms 
in central New Hampshire is the 
Davis Stock Farm in Meredith, on 
the Center Harbor road, of which 
Capt. C. E. Davis and his son, Ed- 
ward P., are the proprietors, the lat- 
ter being the manager, Captain Davis 
spending the most of his time in busi- 
ness in Boston. This farm, which in- 
cludes 75 acres of tillage land, 110 of 
pasture and 120 of wood and timber, 
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Haying on the Davis Stock Farm 


has been greatly improved in the last 
ten years, its hay product having been 
increased from 15 tons per annum to 
85 tons, while the corn crop has also 
come to be an important asset. Much 
attention is given to the breeding of 
improved stock, including Devon cat- 
tle and Morgan and Percheron horses. 
A splendid specimen of the latter is 
shown in the young black Stallion, 
‘“Col. Dorval,’’ 27 months old weigh- 
ing 1100 pounds. 


ARTHUR S. MouutTon 


Another successful Meredith farmer 
is Arthur S. Moulton, a son of Gen. 
Jonathan Moulton of Moultonbor- 
ough, born April 12,1859. He mar- 
ried Laura Burleigh in September, 
1884, and has a 200-acre farm of 
which 35 acres is in tillage; keeps 
twenty-five head of Hereford cattle 
and half a dozen horses, and accom- 
modates quite a number of summer 











The Arthur S. Moulton Place 
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boarders. He also supplies milk for 
Camp Anawan, of twenty-five girls, 
on Lake Winnipesaukee. He is a 
Congregationalist, a Democrat, has 
been twice a member of the board of 
selectmen, and has charge of building 
the state road in town. 


Houuis L. WieGin 


The second member of Meredith’s 
board of selectmen, of which William 





Hollis L. Wiggin 


H. Neal is chairman, is Hollis L. 
Wiggin, another enterprising young 
farmer, son of Edwin F.. Wiggin, long 
known as one of the most prosper- 
ous and successful agriculturists and 
stock breeders in the state, whose fine 
Durham herds have carried off first 
prize at many a New Hampshire 
and New England fair. The Wiggin 
farm, of which Hollis L. is now the 
foreman, his father having earned a 
respite from the details of manage- 
ment, is located on the Laconia road 
with fine surrounding scenery. It 
contains many hundred acres, of 
which about seventy-five are under 
cultivation, the product of which is 
surpassed by few equal areas in the 
country. The general equipment of 
the farm, which includes acecommoda- 


tions for a goodly number of summer 
boarders, is of the best in all respects. 


Lewis -A. Hiaeins 


The third member of the board of 
selectmen, is Lewis A. Higgins, a 
native of Limington, Me., born De- 
cember 30, 1866, but a resident of 
Meredith for the last twenty years. 
He, also, is a successful farmer, with 
a well-stocked and well-cultivated 
farm of one hundred and fifty acres, 
dairying and pork production being 
his specialties. Honesty and indus- 
try are his characteristics, and his 
standing in the community is indi- 
cated by his three successive unani- 
mous elections to the position he now 
holds. 

CHARLES N. RoBerts 


Meredith’s representative in the 
last legislature was Charles N. Rob- 
erts. He is a native of the town, born 
January 29, 1869; a Democrat in poli- 
ties, educated in the common schools 
and classed in the ‘‘Brown Book’’ 
as a farmer, merchant and manufac- 
turer. He served on the committee 
on towns. He is a Mason, and has a 
wife and three children. 





Charles N. Roberts 








NEW HAMPSHIRE NECROLOGY 


GEN. CHARLES 8S. COLLINS 


Gen. Charles 8. Collins of Nashua, long a 
prominent citizen, and familiarly known as 
Dr. Collins, died at his home in the southern 
part of the city November 16, 1913, after a 
long illness. 

Dr. Collins was a native of the town of 
Grafton, born April 21, 1853, the family 
subsequently removing to Loudon. He was 
educated at Colby Academy and Boston Uni- 
versity, studied medicine and engaged in 
practice in Nashua in 1873, continuing till 
1888, when he retired from practice, having 
become a large owner in a mineral water 
business, of which he was general manager, 
the product being widely known as ‘‘ Lon- 
donderry Lithia.’’ 

He had been prominent in public and 
political life, had served in both branches of 
the Nashua city government and of the state 
legislature; was commissary general on the 
staff of Gov. Nahum J. Bachelder, and was 
himself a prominent candidate for the Re- 
publican gubernatorial nomination in 1904. 
He had been twelve years a member of the 
Nashua Board of Education, and president 
of the same. He had been president of the 
Nashua Board of Trade, and of the State 
Board, in whose work he took a deep in- 
terest. 

His home at South Nashua was formerly 
the old ‘‘Little Tavern,’’ which he had 
transformed into an elegant establishment, 
which he called ‘‘Charlesmont.’’ He had 
bought much surrounding land, fitted up 
handsome grounds, and engaged extensively 
in breeding fancy poultry, being president 
of the Nashua Poultry Association at the 
time of his death. He was also a good deal 
of a sportsman and for some years owned 
the Nashua baseball team in the New Eng- 
land League. 

Dr. Collins married, in 1893, Miss Anna 
L. King, daughter of Aaron King of Nashua, 
who died leaving one son, William King 
Collins. In 1899 he married Miss Eleanor 
Carey, who survives him, with three sons— 
Charles 8., Philip T. and Russell S. Collins. 


FRANK E. BARNARD 


Frank E. Barnard, born in Franklin Feb- 
ruary 17, 1871, died at Winchester, Mass., 
September 13, 1913. 

Mr. Barnard was the son of the late Hon. 
Daniel Barnard, once attorney-general of 
New Hampshire. He was educated at 
Phillips Exeter Academy and Dartmouth 
College, graduating from the latter institu- 
tion in 1891. He studied law, was admitted 
to the bar in 1894, and for some time pre- 
vious to his death had been in practice in 
Boston, in partnership with Isaac F. Paul, 
his residence being in Winchester. 

He left a daughter and two sons. 


HON. FRANKLIN P. GOODALL 


Hon. Franklin P. Goodall of Holyoke, 
Mass., a native of the town of Deering, 79 
years of age, died September 19, 1913, at his 
summer home on the old family homestead in 
Deering. He had been a resident of Hol- 
yoke nearly half a century, where he was for 
many years engaged in business as a drug- 
gist, He was a member of the Holyoke city 
council several years, and its president in 
1878. In 1881 he was elected mayor, serv- 
ing one term. He was the oldest surviving 
ex-mayor of the city at the time of his 
death. He had never married, and left no 
relatives nearer than nieces. He had always 
spent his vacations upon the old farm in 
Deering, owned by his father and grand- 
father, and which continued in his posses- 
sion. 


MOSES A. PACKARD 


Moses A. Packard, one of the pioneer shoe 
manufacturers of Brockton, Mass., died at 
his home in that city November 22, 1913. 

Mr. Packard was a native of New London, 
N. H., where he was born in 1843, his par- 
ents removing to North Bridgewater, now 
Brockton, Mass., when he was quite young. 
His father was a shoemaker and he was 
brought up to the business, following the 
same through life, except for about a year 
during the Civil War, when he was in the 
Union service. After several years he 
adopted the plan of making a special shoe 
and advertising it extensively, which plan he 
followed with much success, being the first 
to adopt it. His firm was that of M. A. 
Packard & Co., and was long a leading firm 
in Brockton. 

Mr. Packard was a Mason, a member of 
Fletcher Webster Post, G. A. R., and had 
been a member of the Brockton Board of 
Aldermen. 


DR. THOMAS O. REYNOLDS 


Thomas Osgood Reynolds, M. D., for more 
than forty years a prominent physician of 
the town of Kingston, died at his home in 
that town December 11, 1913. 

Dr. Reynolds was a native of the town of 
Chester, a son of Rev. Thomas F. and Mary 
(Currier) Reynolds, born December 24, 1842, 
and was educated in the public schools and 
Chester Academy. He enlisted as a private 
in the Eleventh New Hampshire Regiment. 
in the Civil War, August 26, 1862, serving 
until after the fall of Vicksburg, and being 
twice wounded, when he was detailed as a 
clerk in the general hospital at Camp Nelson,. 
soon being promoted to chief clerk, and com- 
mencing the study of medicine under Dr. A. 
©. Rankin, assistant surgeon in the United 
States Army. Here he remained till mus- 
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tered out in May, 1865. Camp Nelson being 
assigned as headquarters of the Freedman’s 
Bureau in Kentucky, he was appointed as- 
sistant surgeon, with the rank and pay of a 
lieutenant, continuing until the camp was 
discontinued in December, 1865. Returning 
home he took a course in surgery at Bellevue 
Medical College, New York City, and com- 
pleted a medical course at Albany, graduat- 
ing December 24, 1866. After a year of 
travel through the West he located, for 
practice, at Port Huron, Mich., but, the cli- 
mate disagreeing with him, he returned to 
New Hampshire, locating in Kingston in 
1870, where he continued through life. 

He was a Republican in politics, strongly 
interested in public affairs but not an office 
seeker or holder. He was a trustee of Kings- 
ton Academy and of the Nichols Memorial 
Library. He was active in Masonry and a 
member of the Congregational Society of 
Kingston. 

On July 13, 1870, he married Miss M. 
Fannie Smith of Raymond, who survives, 
with one daughter, Mrs. Edwin S. Folsom of 
Epping. 


JOHN W. STAPLES, M. D. 


Dr. John W. Staples, one of the most 
prominent physicians of the state, died sud- 
denly in his office at Franklin on the evening 
of December 11, 1913, apparently having 
been stricken with heart failure while read- 
ing a letter, having just taken his mail from 
the post office. 

John Walter Staples was born in Wells, 
Me., January 25, 1855, a son of John and 
Ann (Wells) Staples. He graduated from 
Berwick Academy in 1872, and Dartmouth 
College in 1876. In 1880 he graduated from 
Vermont University Medical College, pursu- 
ing post graduate work at Johns Hopkins, 
the Massachusetts General Hospital and in a 
New York hospital, and then locating in 
practice in Franklin, where he continued 
with much success. 

Dr. Staples had been for seventeen years 
a member of the Franklin Board of Educa- 
tion. He had also been a member of the 
city council and the board of water com- 
missioners, and a trustee of the public 
library. He was the treasurer of the Daniel 
Webster Birthplace Association, a member 
of the American Medical Association and an 
ex-president of the New Hampshire Medical 
Society. He was a Unitarian and a Repub- 
lican. 

He married, January 25, 1882, Martha L. 
Kimball of Haverhill, who survives him, 
with one son, Charles W. Staples of Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


MISS MARY C. EASTMAN 


Mary Clifford Eastman, daughter and only 
child of Hon. Samuel C. Eastman of Con- 
cord, and one of the best known and most 
devoted workers in the cause of charity and 


social betterment in the Capital City, died ~ 
on the afternoon of Christmas day, Decem- 
ber 25, following an operation for appen- 
dicitis. 

Miss Eastman was born in Concord, May 
19, 1862, the daughter of Samuel C. and 
Mary Clifford (Greene) Eastman, and was 
educated in the Concord schools and at Vas- 
sar College. She had been prominent in the 
work of the Concord Woman’s Club, and of 
the State Federation, but her greatest work 
was in connection with the organization and 
maintenance of the Girls’ Friendly Club of 
Concord, in which she was deeply interested, 
and of which she was president, giving both 
time and money freely in its aid, and leaving 
the same a substantial legacy in her will, as 
well as various other meritorious institu- 
tions. She was a modest, unselfish woman, 
seeking only the welfare of others and the 
highest good of the community, by whom 
her loss is deeply mourned. 


GEORGE A. ROBIE 


George A. Robie, a leading citizen of 
Hooksett, died at his home in that town 
December 21, 1913. 

He was a native of Hooksett and had al- 
ways resided there, where he was long 
engaged in general trade, and had been 
postmaster of the town ever since the in- 
eumbency of President Arthur. He had 
held many town offices, having been town 
clerk, auditor, selectman and representative. 
He was an active Republican, a prominent 
Odd Fellow, president of the State Odd Fel- 
lows Home Association and a past represen- 
tative of the grand lodge of the state. He 
was also a Patron of Husbandry and a past 
master of Hooksett Grange. 

He married, in 1862, Angie A. Wheeler 
of Newbury, Vt., who survives, with one son, 
Arthur G. Robie. 


HORACE W. WADLEIGH 


Horace Wayland Wadleigh, head of the 
well-known leather firm of H. W. Wadleigh 
& Co., of Beach Street, Boston, died at his 
residence, 234 Commonwealth Avenue, in 
that city, December 26, 1913. 

Mr. Wadleigh was a native of Tilton, 
N. H., born May 18, 1848, the son of War- 
ren and Harriet (Thomas) Wadleigh. He 
was educated in the public schools and Til- 
ton Seminary, and went to Boston in early 
life, where he was for a time a clerk, but 
later engaged in the hide and leather busi- 
ness for himself, continuing with much 
success. He was a trustee of the Franklin 
Savings Bank, and a member of the Algon- 
quin, County and Merchants Clubs. He had 
a summer home on the Jerusalem Road in 
Cohasset. 

He married, in 1878, Mrs. Mary William 
Alden, who died about three years ago, leav- 
ing no children. 
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EDITOR AND PUBLISHER’S NOTES 


The Governor and Council, January 10, 
organized the new Department of Agricul- 
ture, provided for by the legislature at the 
last session, by the act abolishing the old 
Board of Agriculture, which had been in 
existence since 1871, consisting of one prac- 
tical farmer from each county and a secre- 
tary elected by the board, and establishing 
a Department of Agriculture, with a com- 
missioner at its head, at a salary of $3,500 
per annum, with an advisory board, consist- 
ing of two members from each of three dis- 
tricts into which the state is divided, who 
are to receive $4 per day each, and expenses 
for such time as they are actually engaged. 
Andrew L. Felker of Meredith was named 
as commissioner, and J. W. Sanborn of Gil- 
manton, Richard Pattee of Laconia, Her- 
bert O. Hadley of Peterborough, Etna J. 
Fletcher of Greenfield, 8S. O. Titus of Rollins- 
ford and Ernest B. Folsom of Dover were 
made the advisory board. Mr. Felker has 
been lecturer of the State Grange the last 
four years, and was made overseer of the 
same at the recent annual meeting though 
supported by the best farmers in the organi- 
zation for master. He is able, ambitious 
and energetic, thoroughly devoted to the in- 
terests of New Hampshire agriculture, and 
will undoubtedly make good in the position 
to which he has been appointed. This place 
was sought by Richard Pattee of Laconia, 
who was one of the persistent advocates of 
the act by which it was established, while 
Mr. Felker himself opposed it. Nevertheless 
the agricultural public and the people gen- 
erally will heartily approve the Governor’s 
selection. It is understood that Commis- 
sioner Felker, who has already entered upon 
his work, is to associate with himself as an 
assistant, for a time at least, Mr. M. Gale 
Eastman, a recent graduate of the State 
College, who has been engaged the past year 
as the government agent for agricultural 
field work in Sullivan County. Two deputy 
commissioners, to have charge of the cattle 
inspection and gypsy-moth extermination 
work remain to be appointed. The first pub- 
lic work of the department will be the con- 
duct of a winter institute meeting, which 
will be held in connection with that of the 
Granite State Dairymen’s Association, at 
the Memorial Parish House in Concord, 
February 11 and 12. 





Another political campaign year, in the 
state as well as the country at large, is 
already fairly opened without the formula- 
tion of any definite plans by any one of the 
prominent political parties. This delay 
comes, unquestionably, of the change in con- 
ditions resulting from the total change in 


election methods effected by the complete 
adoption of the primary system, even United 
States senators being nominated and elected 
hereafter by direct vote of the people, and 
that, as in case of all other officers, upon 
the plurality basis. It is not as yet mani- 
fest who are the leading favorites in any one 
of the three parties—Democratic, Republi- 
ean or Progressive—for any of the promi- 
nent positions to be filled, or who will 
actually enter the field for nomination, be- 
yond the fact that Col. Rufus N. Elwell of 
Exeter has announced his candidacy for the 
Republican nomination for Congress in the 
First District, and the general supposition 
that Congressman Eugene E. Reed, Demo- 
cratic incumbent, will be a candidate for 
re-election, though he may possibly aspire to 
the United States senatorship, for which 
Congressman Raymond B. Stevens of the 
Second District has also been mentioned as 
an aspirant. Gov. Samuel D. Felker, Clar- 
ence E. Carr, Gordon Woodbury and William 
J. Ahern have all been mentioned as possi- 
ble candidates for the Democratic senato- 
rial nomination; while Councillor Daniel 
W. Badger has been spoken of for the First 
District congressional nomination of that 
party, and Mayors Barry of Nashua and 
French of Concord, and Enos K. Sawyer of 
Franklin, president of the state senate, for 
the Second, in case Messrs. Reed and Stevens 
should enter the senatorial field. Democrats 
mentioned as gubernatorial possibilities thus 
far are Senator John C. Hutchins of Strat- 
ford, and John B. Jameson of Antrim, 
chairman of the State Committee. Who will 
come forward on the Republican side, for 
governor or senator is still problematical. 
Those most mentioned for the gubernatorial 
nomination thus far are Charles 8. Emerson 
of Milford and George H. Moses of Concord. 
It seems to be problematical as yet whether 
or not Senator Gallinger will be a candidate 
for the succession. If not James O. Lyford 
may enter the race for the Republican nomi- 
nation, and so may Col. John H. Bartlett of 
Portsmouth. Indeed, the latter may enter 
in any event. No one has been suggested, 
as yet, to contest with Colonel Elwell for 
the First District Republican congressional 
nomination, but in the Second District both 
Edward H. Wason and Lester F. Thurber 
of Nashua, ex-Mayor C. G. Shedd of Keene 
and Dr. E. O. Crossman of Lisbon are men- 
tioned as willing to make the run. The plans 
of the Progressives are no more fully de- 
veloped than those of the other parties, 
though H. D. Allison of Dublin is men- 
tioned as their possible candidate for the 
governorship. Much depends, of course, 
upon what Messrs. Bass and Churchill, the 
recognized leaders of that party, may deter- 
mine upon as proper to be done. 
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